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THE EPISTLE TO THE READER

CHRISTIAN READER,
The two great graces essential to asaint in thislife are
faith and repentance. These are the two wings by which
he flies to heaven. Faith and repentance preserve the
spiritud life as heat and radical moisture do the natural.
Thegracewhich | am gaing to discussis repartance

Chrysostom thought it the fittest subject for him to
preach ypon before the Emperor Arcadius. Augustine®
caused the penitential psalms to be written before him as
he lay upon his bed, and he often perused them with
tears. Repentance is never out of season; it is of as
frequat ue as the atifica’s tod or the sdldier’s wegpon. If
| an not mideken, pradicd paints ae more nesdful in this
age than controversia and polemical.

| had thought to have smothered these meditations in
my desk but, conceiving them to be of great concern at
this juncture of time, |1 have rescinded my first resolution
and have exposad themto aariticd view.

Repentance is purgative; fear not the working of this
pill. Smite your soul, said Chrysostom, smite it; it will
exgoe degh by that sroke How hegppy it would be if we
were more deeply affected with sin, and our eyes did
swim in their orb. We may clearly see the Spirit of God
moving in the waters of repentance, which though
troubled, are yet pure. Moist tears dry up sin and quench
the wrath of God. Repentance is the cherisher of piety,
the procurer of mercy. The more regret and trouble of
Forit we have fird & our convarson, the less we 9l fed
afterwards.

Christians, do you have a sad resentment of other

'One of the greatest of the Church Fathers; he died in 430. Watson calls
him Austin.



THE DOCTRINE OF REPENTANCE

things and not of sin? Worldly tears fal to the earth, but
godly tears are kept in a bottle (Ps. 56.8). Judge not holy
weeping superfluous.  Tertullian thought he was born for
no other end but to repent. Either sin must drown or the
soul burn. Let it not be sad that repentance is difficult.
Things tha ae excelent deserve labour. Will not a man
dig for gold in the ore though it makes him swea? It is
better to go with difficulty to heaven, than with ease to
hel. Wha would the damned give that they might have a
herad sent to them from God to proclam mercy upon
ther repentance? What vollies of sghs and groans would
they send up to heaven? Wha floods of tears would their
eyes pour forth? But it is now too late. They may keep
ther tears to lament \heir folly sooner than to procure
pity. T tha we woula therefore, while we are on this side of
the grave, make our peace with God! Tomorrow may be
our dying day; let this be our repenting day. How we
should imitate the saints of old who embittered their
souls and sacrificed thelr lusts, and put on sackcloth in
the hope of white robes. Peter baptized himself with
terss and that devout lady Paula (of whom Jerome
writes), like a bird of paadise bemoaned hersdf and
humbled herself to the dust for sin.

Besdes our own persond miscariages, the deplorable
condition of the land cdls for a contribution of tears.
Have we not lo¢ much of our prisine fame and renown?
The time was when we st a princess among the
provinces (Lam. i.i), and God made the sheaves of other
naions do obeisance to our shedf (Gen. 37.7), but has
not our glory fled away as a bird (Hos. 9.11)? And wha
svere dispensations are yet behind we cannot tell. Our
black and hideous vapours having ascended, we may fear
loud thunder-claps should follow. And will not dl this
bring us to our sensss and excite in us a Spirit of
humiliation? Shall we degp on the top of the mast when

4



The Epidieto the Reader

thewindsareblowing from dl the quartars of heava?|
let not thegpple of our eye cease (Lam 2.18) |

I will not launch forth any further in a prefatory
dsoue but thet God woud add a besing to this wark
and so direct this arrow, that though shot at rovers, it
mey hit the mak, and that some Sn may be shat to death,
shall be the ardent prayer of him who is
Thewdl-wisher of your sou'sheppiness THOMAS
WATSON 25May 1663



Chapter One
A PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE

Saint Paul, having been fasdy accused of sedition by
Tertullus - 'we have found this man a pestilent fellow,
ad a move of sadition (Acts 24.5) — mekes an gdogy
for himdf before Fesus and King Agippa in Chepter 26
of theBook of Ads

Paul proves himself an orator. He courts the king (i)
by his gesture: he stretched forth his hands, as was the
custom of orators; (2.) by his manner of speech: © think
myself happy, king Agrippa, because | shall answer for
mysdlf before thee touching all the things whereof | am
accused' (Acts 26.2).

Paul then treats of three things and in so deep a strain
of rhetaric assdmost to have converted King Agrippat

() He speaks of the manner of his life before his
conversion: 'after the most straitest sect of our religion |
lived a Pharisee' (f.j). During the time of his unregen
eracy he was zedlous for traditions, and his false fire of
zeal was 0 hot that it scorched all who stood in his way;
'many of the saintsdid | shut up in prison’ (v.io).

(2,) He spesks of the manner of his conversion: © saw
in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of
the sun' (f .13). This light was no other than what shone
from Christ's glorified body. '‘And | heard a voice
Feeking uto mg Sad, Sad, why passoutes thou me?
The body beng hut, the heed in heaven aied ot At this
light and voice Paul was amazed and fell to the earth:
‘And| said, Who at thou, Lord? And hesad, | an Jess



whom tho"parsscutes’ (W, 14—15). Paud was now taken
off from himsdf. All opinion of sdf-righteousness
vanished and he grafted his hope of heaven upon the
dodk of Chrid'srighteousness

(3) He speaks of the manner of his life after his
conversion. He who had been a persecutor before now
became a preacher: 'Arise, for | have appeared unto thee
for this puposs o meke thee a minder ad a withess of
those things which thou hast seen’ (v. 16). When Paul,
this 'vessdl of election’, was savingly wrought upon, he
laboured to do as much good as previously he had done
hurt. He had persecuted saints to death before, now he
preached sinnersto life. God first sent him to the Jews at
Damascus and afterwards enlarged his commission to
preach to the Gentiles. And the subject he preached on
was this, 'That they should repent and turn to God, and
do works meet for repentance’ (v. 20). A weighty and
exadlent abjet!

| shal not dispute the priority, whether faith or
repentance goes first. Doubtless repentance shows itself
firgt in a Chrigian's life. Yet | am apt to think that the
seeds of faith are first wrought in the heart. As when a
buming tgper is brought into a room the ligt shows itdf
fird, but the taper was before the light, 0 we see the fruits of
repetance fird, but the begmings of fath wee thae
before

That which inclines me to think that faith is seminally in
the heart before repentance is because repentance,
being a grace, must be exercised by one that is living.
Now, how does the soul live but by faith? 'The just shall
live by his faith' (Heb. 10.38). Therefore there must be
first some seeds of faith in the heart of a penitent,
athewiseit isadead repentance and 0 of novadue

Whether faith or repentance goes first, however, | am
rethd repantanceis of suchimportancetha thereisno



APrdiminary Discourse

being saved without it. After Paul'sshipwreck he swamto
shore on planks and broken pieces of the ship (Acts
27.44). 1° Adam we all suffered shipwreck, and repent-
ance is the only plank left us after shipwreck to swim to
heaven.

It is a great duty incumbent upon Chrigtians solemnly
to repent and twm unto God ‘Repat ye for the kingdom of
heaven is a hand' (Matt. 3.2); 'Repent therefore, and be
converted that your sins may be blotted out' (Acts
3.19); 'Repent of this thy wickedness (Acts 8.22). Inthe
mouths of three witnesses this truth is confirmed. Re-
pentance is a foundation grace: 'Not laying again the
foundation of repentance (Heb. 6.1). That religion
which is nat hult upon this foundgion mug nesds fdl to
the ground.

Repatance is a grace required under the gogpd. Some
think it lega; but the first sermon that Christ preached,
indeed, the first word of his sermon, was 'Repent’ (Matt.
417). And his farewdl that he left when he wes going to
ascend was that 'repentance should be preached in his
name' (Luke 24.47). The apostles did al beat upon this
string: "They went out and preached that men should
repent' (Mark 6.12).

Repentance is a pure gospel grace. The covenant of
works admitted no repentance; there it was, sin and die.
Repentance camein by the gospel. Christ has purchasedin
his bood tha repeting snnes ddl be saved. The law
required persona, perfect, and perpetual obedience. It
cursed al who could not come up to this 'Cursed is
everyone that continueth not in al things which are
written in the book of the law to do them' (Gal. 3.10). It
does not say, he that obeys not dl things, let him repent,
but, let him be cursed. Thus repentance is a doctrine that

hesbeen brought o light anty by thegospd.
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THE DOCTRINE OF REPENTANCE

How is repentance wrought? The manner in which
repentanceiswroughtis €. Partly by the word

" Whentney head this they were pricked in thar heat
(Acts 23 7). The word preached is the engine God usss to
effect repentance. It is compared to a hammer and to a
fire (Jer. 23.29), the one to break, the other to melt the
heart. How great ablessing it isto have the word, whichis
of such virtue, dispensed! And how hard they who put out
the lighs of heaven will find it to excgpe hdl! 2. By the
Soirit

Ministers are but the pipes and organs. It is the Holy
Ghogt breathing in them that makes their words effectud:
'‘While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell
on al them which heard the word" (Acts 10.44). The
Spirit in the word illuminates and converts. When the
Spirit touches a heart it dissolves with tears: *1 will pour
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spiritj of grace ...
and they shdl look upon me whom they ljave pierced,
and they shall mourn' (Zech. 12.10). It is \yonderful to
consider what different effects the word hals upon men.
Some & a samon ae like Jonehr thar heat is tender and
they lg fdl ters Others ae no more afected with it then a
deaf man with music. Some grow better by the word,
othes wose The same eath which causss jswedness in
the grgpe causss bittaness in the womwoogL Wha isthe
reason the word works so differently? It is because the
Spirit of God carries the word to the conscience of one
ad not anothe. Ore hes recdved the divine undion and
not the other (iJohn 2.20). | pray that the dew may fall
with the manna, that the Spirit may go aong with the
word. The chariot of ordinances will not carry us to
heaven unless thevSpirit of God join himsdf to this
chariot (Acts 8.29).

[14]



Chapter Two
COUNTEREFEIT REPENTANCE

To discover what true repentance is, | shall first show
what it is not. There are several deceits of repentance
which might occasion that saying of Augustine that
repentence damns mary'. He meant a fdse repatance a
pason may ddude himsdf with countefat repetance é.
The first deceit of repentanceislegal terror A man has
gone on long in sin. At last God arrests him, shows him
what desperate hazard he has run, and he is filled with
anguish. Within a while the tempest of conscience is
blown over, and he is quiet. Then he concludes that he
is a true penitent because he has felt some bitternessin
sin. Do not be deceived: this is not repentance Ahsb and
Judss hed some trouble of mind. It is one thing to be a
terrified sinner and another to be a repating I
Sene of quilt is enough to bred tarar. Infusion of grace
breeds repentance. If pain and trouble were sufficient to
repentance, then the damned in hell should be most
penitent, for they are most in anguish. Repentance
depends upon a change of heart. There may beterror, yet
with no change of heart. 2. Another deceit about
repentanceisresolution againg Sn

A person may purpose and make vows, yet be no

penitent. Thou saidst, | will not transgress (Jer. z.zo).

Heae was a redution; but s what fdlonvs ‘under every

green tree thou wanderest, playing the harlot'. Notwith-

standing her solemn engagements, she played fast and

(15



THE DOCTRINE OF REPENTANCE

loose with God and ran after her idols. We see by
experience what protestations a person will make when
he is on his sick-bed, if God should recover him again;
yet heis as bad as ever. He shows his old heart in anew
temptation.

Resdlutionsagaing Sn-may aise

(i) From present extremity; not because sin is sinful,
but becauseit ispainful. Thisresdlutionwill verish

(2) From fear of future evil, an apprehension of death
and hdl: *I looked, and behold a pae horse: and his
name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed
with him' (Rev. 6.8). What will not a snner do, what
vows will he not make, when he knows he must die and
stand before the judgment-seat? Self -love raises asickbed
vow, and love of sin will prevail againgt it. Trust not to a
passionate resolution; it is raised in a storm and will dein
acdm.

3. Thethird deceit about repentance i sthe leaving of
meny Snful ways

Itisagreat matter, | confess, to leave sin. So dear issinto
aman that he will rather part with a child than with alugt:
'Shdll | give the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul ?
(Mic. 6.7). Sn may be parted with, yet without
repentance

(i) A man may part with some sins and keep others,
as Herod reformed many things tfiat were amiss but
oould not leave hisinoes.

(2) An old sin may be I€eft in order to entertain a new,
as you put off an old servant to take another. Thisisto
exchange a sin. Sin may be exchanged and the heart
remained unchanged. He who was a prodigal in his
youth turns usurer in his old age. A dave is sold to a
Jew; the Jew sells him to a Turk. Here the master is
denged, but he is a dave dill. SO a men moves from one
vice to another but remains a sinner ill.

[16]



Counterfeit Repentance

(3) A sin may be left not so much from strength of
grace as from reasons of prudence. A man sees that
though such a sin be for his pleasure, yet it is not for his
interest. It will eclipse his credit, prejudice his hedth,
impair his estate. Therefore, for prudential reasons, he
damisssit

True leaving of sin is when the acts of sin cease from
the infuson of a prindple of grace as the ar cessss to be
dark from the infusion of light.

[17]



THE NATURE OF TRUE
REPENTANCE (i)

i shall next show what gospel repentance is. Repentance
is a grace of God's Spirit whereby a sinner is inwardly
humbled and visibly reformed. For a further amplifica-
tion, know that repentance is a spiritua medicine made
up o Sx gpedd ingrediants

1. Sight of din

2. Sorow forgan

3. Confession of Sin

4. Shamefor sin

5. Hatred for sin

6. Turning from sin If
awy oreisldt outit losssitsvirtue

Ingredient é: Sight of Sin

The first part of Christ's physic is eye-salve (Acts
26.18). It is the great thing noted in the prodigd's
repentance: 'he came to himself (Luke 15.17). He saw
himsalf a sinner and nothing but a sinner. Before a man
can come to Christ he must first come to himsaf.
Solomon, in his description of repentance, considers this
& the fird ingedat if they gl behink themsdves (€
Kings 5.47). A man mugt first recognize and consider
what his gn is ad know the plague of his heat befare he
can be duly humbled for it. The firgt creature God made
was light. So the first thing in a penitent is illumination:
‘Now yeaelightintreLord (Eph. 58). Theeyeismede



The Nature of True Repentance (i)

bath for seaing and wesping. Snmut firg be seen before it
can bewent for.

Hence | infer that where thare is no dgit of gn, there can
be no repentance. Many who can spy faults in others see
nore in themsdves They ay that they have good hearts Is it
not strange that two should live together, and eat and
dirk together, yet nat know eech atha? Such isthe case of a
sinner. His body and soul live together, work together, yet
he is uneoguainted with himsdf. He knows nat his own
heat, nor what a hdl he cames dout hm Unde a vel a
deformed face is hid. Persons are velled over with
ignorance and sdlf-love; therefore they see not what
dfomad souls they have The devil does with them as the
fdooner with the havk. He blinds them ad caries tham
hooded to hell: ‘the sword shdl be upon his right eye
(Zech. 11.17). Men have indght enough into worldly
matters, but the eye of their mind is smitten. They do not
seay el ingn; thesvord isupon ther rigt eye

Ingredient 2 Sarow for Sn

/ will be sorry for my dn (Psalm 38.18) Ambrose
calls sorrow the embittering of the soul. The Hebrevword
to be sotonmfu' donifies to have the sod, as it were,
crucified. This must be in true repentance: They shall
look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shal
mourn' (Zech. 12.10), as i they did fed the rdlsof the
aoss dicking in thar ddes A woman may as wdl expedt to
have a child without pangs as one can have repentance
without sorrow. He that can believe without doubting,
suspect his faith; and he that can repent without
sorrowing, suspect his repentance.

Martyrs shed blood for Chrigt, and penitents shed
tears for sin: 'she stood at Jesus feet weeping' (Luke
7.38). Seehow thislimbedd* dropped. The somow of her

. demic; dld distilling gpperatus (for refining licuics).

[19]
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heat ran out & her eye The brazen laver for the prieds to
weeh in (Exod. 3018) typfied a dode lava: the laver of
Chrigt's blood we must wash in by faith, and the laver of
tears we must wash in by repentance. A true penitent
labours to work his heart into a sorrowing frame. He
bless5God when he can wep; he is dad of a rany day,
fortie knows that it is a repentance he will have no cause
to repent of. Though the bread of sorrow be bitter to the
taste, yet it strengthens the heart (Ps. 104.15; 2 Cor. 7-
i0).

This sorow for gn is nat aypefiad: it is a hdy agony. It
is called in scripture a breaking of the heart: 'The
sacrifices of God are a broken and a contrite heart' (Ps.
51.17); and a rending of the heart: 'Rend your heart'
(Jod 213). The eqredons of gnting on the thigh (Jer.
31.19), beating on the breast (Luke 18.13), putting on of
stkdath (Isas 2212), puding off the har (Eza 93), dl
these are but outward signs of inward sorrow. This
omowis )

() To make Christ precious. | how desirable is a
Saviour to a troubled soul! Now Chrigt is Christ indeed,
and mercy is mercy indeed. Until the heart is full of
compunction it is not fit for Christ. How welcome is a
surgeon toamenwhoishlesding from hiswoundd

(2) To drive out sin. Sin breeds sorrow, and sorrow
kills sin. Holy sorrow is the rhubarb to purgesout the ill
humours of the soul. It is said that the tears of vine-
branches ae good to cure the lgrosy. Catanly the tears
that drop from the penitent are good to cure the leprosy
of sn. The st water of tears kills the worm of
consaence

(3) To make way for solid comfort: They that sow in
tears ddl regp in joy (Ps 1265). The pentat hes a wet
seed-time but a ddicious harvest. Repentance breaks the
abscess of sin, and then the soul is at ease. Hannah, after
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weeping, went away and was no more sad (i Sam. 1.18).
God's troubling of the soul for dn is like the angd's
troubling of the pool (John 5.4), which made way for
heding

But not all sorrow evidences true repentance. Thereis
as much difference between true and false sorrow as
baewesnwater inthe gring, which issved, and water in
the sea, which is briny. The apostle speaks of sorrowing
‘dter agody manng’ (2 Cor. 79). Buuwhd isthisgody
sorowing? Therearesix qudificaionsof it: €. Trite godly
sorrow isinward Itisinrwadintwoways

(i) It is a sorrow of the heart. The sorrow of
hypocrites lies in their faces. 'they disfigure ther faces
(Matt. 6.16). They make a sour face, but their sorrow
goes no further, like the dew that wets the leaf but does
not soak to the root. Ahab's repentance was in outward
show. His garments were rent but not his spirit (i Kings
2177). Gody sorowv goes desp, like a van which blexds
inwardly. The heart bleeds for sin: 'they were pricked in
their heart' (Acts 2.37). Asthe heart bears a chief part in
Sming, Oit mugt in somrowing.

(2) Il id a sorpw for heat-9ns the fird outbreeks and
risngs of i sn. Paul grieved for the law in his members
(Rom. 7.73). The true mourner weeps for the stirrings of
pride arjid concupiscence. He grieves for the 'root of
bitterness even; though it never blossoms into act. A
wicked nmian mdy be troubled for scanddous Sns a red
convat lamentd heat-9ns z. Godly sorroiu is ingenuous
It is sorrow for the offence rather than for the punish
mat. Gods lav hes bemn infringed, his love dusad. This
melts the soul in tears. A man may be sorry, yet not
repat, as a thid is sory when he is taken, not becaue he
stole, but because he has to pay the penalty. Hypocrites

[21]
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gfieveonly for the bitter consequence of sin. | haveread of
a foutan thet oy sands foth dreams on the eveirg
before a famine Likenise thar eyes never pour out tears
except when God's judgments are approaching. Pharaoh
was more troubled for the frogs and river of blood than
for his sin. Godly sorrow, however, is chiefly for the
trespass against God, so that even if there were no
ocongdece to anite no devil o aoouse o hdl o punish,
ye the sod would dill be gieved because of the prgudice
dore to God. My dn is eva bdfore me (Ps 5L3); David
does not sy, The sword threstened is ever before me, but
'my sin'. | that 1 should offend so good a God, that |
should gievemy Comfarter! Thishregksimy heat!

Godly sorrow shows itsaf to be ingenuous because
when a Christian knows that he is out of the gun-shot of
hell and shal never be damned, yet till he grieves for
dnning againd thet free gracewhich hes pardoned him.

3. Godly sorrowisfiducial® >

It isintermixed with faith: 'the father of the child cried
out, and said with tears, Lord, | believe' (Mark 9.24).
Herewassomow for Sn chequered with fath, sswe have

seen a bright rainbow appear in awatery cloud.

Soritud sorow will drk the heat if the puley of faith
does not raise it. As our sin is ever before us, so God's
promise must be ever before us. As we much feel our
sting, so we must look up to Christ our brazen serpent.
Some have faces so swollen with worldly grief that they
can hardly look out of their eyes. That weeping is not
good which blinds the eye of faith. If there are not some
dawnings of faith in the soul, it is not the sorrow of
humiliation but of despair.

4. Gody orrowisagreat sorrow
'In that day shall there be a great mourning, as the

trustful.

(11



TheNature of True Repentance (i)

mouming of Hededimmon' (Lech. 12.11). Two ans did
s thet dey when Jodeh died, and there wes a great funerdl
mouming. Towamgtmﬂsmwfcrsnbebalaj
up. Pectoreabimo suspiria®

Quedioni: Dodl M/eﬂesmedegeedsmo/\/?

Answer. No, sorrow does recipere magis & minus
(produce greater or lesser [sorrows)). In the new birth
dl have pangs, but some have sharper pangs than
othes

(& Some ae rdudly o a more nugged digpodtion, of
highe saints ad ae nat essly brought to doop. Thee
mue have gega humiligion, as a knaty piece of timbe
mud havegredter wadges diiveninioit.

(@ Somb have ben more hanous offedas ad thar
sorov M be gitede to ther dn Some pdiets have
their sores let out with a needle, others with a lance.
Hagiious' smners mugt be more bruised with the hemmer of
thelaw.

(3 Some ae desgned ad aut aut for higher savice to
be emnatly indrumenid far God, ad thee mug hae a
mightier work of humiliation pass upon them. Those
whom Gad inends to be pillas in his durch mug be mare
haan. Pau, the prince of the gpodles who was to be Gods
asgBlexre o cary his nare bdae the Gatiles ad
kings, was to have his heart more deeply lanced by
(

Quedion 2 But how grest mudt sorow for snbeindl?

Answer: It must be as great as for any worldly loss.
Turgescuni lumina fletu.* They shdl look upon me
whom they have pierced, and they shdl mourn as for
an only son' (Lech. 12.10). Sorrow for Sn must surpass
worldly sorrow. We must grieve more for

"Sighings from the bottom of one's heart.'
"Extramdy wicked (Snnes). "Eyes are
swollen with weeping.'
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offending God than for the loss of dear relaions. 'In
thet day dd the Lod God of hods cdl to wesgping, ad to
bddess ad to grdng with ssckdah (Isa. 2212): this
was for sin. But in the case of the buria of the dead we
find God prohibiting tears and baldness (Jer. 22.10;
16.6), to inimete thet sorow for SN mugt exoesd sorow
the gave ad with good reeson, for in the buid o the
dead it is only a friend who departs, but in sn God

Sorrow for sin should be so geat asto swallow up al
other sorrow, as when the pain of the stone and gout
meet, the pain of the stone swallows up the pain of the

gout :

We ae to find & much hbittemess in wegping for dn as
ever we found sweetness in committing it. Surely David
found more hitterness in repentance than ever he found
comfort in Bathsheba

Ou gorow for gn mus be such as mekes us willing to
let go of those sins which brought in the greatest income
o pdit o ddigt The physc dows itdf drong enough
when it has purged out our diseases The Christian has
arived & a aufidet messre of sortow when the love of
gnispurgsd ot
5. Godly sorrow in some casesisjoined with restitution
Whoever has wronged others in their estate by unjust
fraudulent dedling ought in conscience to make them
recompense. There is an express law for this: 'he shall
recompense his trespass with the principa thereof, and
add unto it the fifth part thereof, and give it unto him
against whom he hath trespassed’ (Hum. 5.7). Thus
Zacchaeus made redtitution: 'if 1 have taken any thing
from ay men by fdse accustion, | restore him foufad
(Luke 19.8). When SHymus the geet Tuk, lay upon his
death-bed, being urged by Pyrrhus to put to charitable
usetha wedlth he had wronged the Parsan merchants of,



he commanded rather that it should be sent back to the
right owners/Shall not a Christian's creed be better than a
Turk's Koran? It is a bad sign when a man on his
death-bed bequesaths his soul to God and his ill-gotten
goods to his friends. | can hardly think God will receive
his soul. Augustine said, 'Without restitution, no remis-
don. And it wes a goech of dd Laime, If ye retore not
goodsunjudly gatten, ye sl coughinhell.

Question i: Suppose a person has wronged another in
his estate and the wronged man is dead, what should he
do?

Answer: Let him restore his ill-gotten goods to that
man's heirs and successors. If none of them be living, let
hm redore to God, thet is le him put his ujug gan into
God's treasury by relieving the poor.

Question 2: What if the party who did the wrong is
Oeedl?

Answer: Then they who are his heirs ought to make
restitution. Mark what | say: if there be any who have
estates |eft them, and they know that the parties who | eft
their estates had defrauded others and died with that
guilt upon them, then the heirs or executors who possess
thoe eddes ae bound in consdence t0 meke reditution,
ahawisethey ental the curse of God upon thar family.

Question 3: If a man has wronged another and is not
able to restore, what should he do?

Answer: Let him deeply humble himsdlf before God,
promising to the wronged party full satisfaction if the
Lod meke hm ade and God will acoept the will for the
O,

6. Gody sorrowisahbiding

It is not a few tears shed in a passion tha will serve the
turn. Some will fal aweeping a a sermon, but it is like an
April  shower, soon over, or like a vein opened and
presently stopped again. True sorrow must be habitual.
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' THE DOCTRINE OF REPENTANCE

| Chrigtian, the disease of your soul is chronic and
frequently returns upon you; therefore you must be
continualy physicking yoursdf by repentance. This is
that sorrow which is'after a godly manner'.

Uss How fa ae they from repentance who never hed
any of thisgody somow! Suchare

(i) The Papists, who leave out the very soul of
repentance, making al penitential work consist in fasting,
penance, pilgrimages, in which there is nothing of
spiritual sorrow. They torture their bodies, but their
hearts are not |ent. What is this but the carcase of
I :
(2.) Carna Protestants, who are strangers to godly
sorrow. They cannot endure a serious thought, nor do
they love to trouble their heads about sin. Paracelsus®
spoke of a frenzy some have which will make them die
dandng. Likenvise smas gpad thar days in mirth;  they
fling away sorrow and go dancing to damnation. Some
have lived many years, yet never put a drop in God's
bottle, nor do they know what a broken heart means.
They wep and wiing ther hends as if they were undone
when thar edates are gone but have no agony of sod for
an
There is a two-fold sorrow: firstly, a rational sorrow,
which is an act of the soul whereby it has a displacency
against sin and chooses any torture rather than to admit
secondly, there is a sensitive sorrow, which is
sn
expressd by many tears The fird of these is to be found in
every child of God, but the second, which is a sorrow
running out a the eye, al have not. Yet it is very
commendable to se a wegoing paitet. Chig counts as
great beauties those who are tender-eyed; and well may
dnmekeuswe. Weuadly wegp for thelossof some

*A Swiss physician (i6th century).



The Nature of True Repentance (i)

gret good; by sn we have log the favour of God. If
Micah did so weep for the loss of a fdse god, saying, 'Ye
have taken away my gods, and what have | more?
(Judges 1824)™ "H ™ " weep for our sins which have
taken away the true God from us.

Some may ak the question, whether our repentance
and sorow must adways be dike Although repentance
must be aways kept dive in the soul, yet there are two
specid  times when we must renew our repentance in an
extraordinary manner:

(1) Before the receiving of the Lords Supper. This
spiritual  passover is to be eaten with bitter herbs. Now
our eyes should be fresh broached with tears, and the
drean of sorrow overflow. A repenting frame is a
scramental frame. A broken heat and a broken Chrigt
do wel agree. The more hitterness we taste in sn, the
more Sweeness we ghdl taste in Christ. When Jacob
wept he found God: 'And he cdled the name of the place
Peniel: for | have seen God face to face (Gen. 3 2.3 0). The
way to find Chri comfortably in the sacrament is to go
weeping thither. Christ will say to a humble penitent, as
to Thomas. 'Reach hither thy hand, and thrugt it into my
q9de  (John 20.27), and let those bleeding wounds of
mine hed thee.

(2) Another time of extraordinary repentance is at the
hour of death. This should be a weeping season. Now is
our lagt work to be done for heaven, and our best wine of
ters chould be kept agains such a time We should
repent now, that we have snned so much and wept so
little, that God's bag has been so full and his bottle so
empty (Job 14.17). We should repent now tha we
repented no sooner, that the garisons of our heats held
ot 0 long agant God ere they were leveled by
repentance. We should repent now that we have loved
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Chrig no morg, thet we have fetdhed no more virtue from
him and brought no more glory to him. It should be our
grief on our death-bed that our lives have had so many
blanks and blots in them, that our duties have been so
fly-blown with sin, that our obedience has been so
imparfedt, and we have gone 2 lare in the ways of God
When the sod is gang ot of the body, it shodd svim to
heaveninaseadf tears

Ingredient 3: Confession of Sin

Sorrow is such a vehement passion that it will have
vent. It vents itsdf at the eyes by weeping and at the
tongue by confession: 'The children of Israel stood and
confessad thar dns (Neh. 92). © will go ad reum to ny
place, till they acknowledge their offence’ (Hos. 5.15); itis
a metaphor dluding to a mother who, when she is
agy, goss avay from the child ad hides he face il the
child acknowledges its fault and begs pardon. Gregory
Nadanzan cdls confesion ‘asdvefor awounded soul !

Confesson is df-aoosng Lo, 1 have dnned (2 Sam
24.17). Indeed, among men it is otherwise: no man is
bound to accuse himself but desires to see his accuser.
When we come before God, however, we must accuse
ousdves me me adaum qui fed in me convertite ferrums
And the truth is that by this sdf-accusing we prevent
Satan's accusing. In our confessions we tax ourselves
with pride infiddity, pesson, 0 the when Satan, who is
called 'the accuser of the brethren', shall lay these things
to our charge, God will say, They have accused them
selves already; therefore, Satan, thou art non-suited; thy
aocusdionscometoo late Thehumble sSnner doesmore

A fourth cantury ofendir of thefaith
Z[0 Lord] I, even |, who made myself what | am, change my hardness [of
heart].'
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The Nature of True Repentance (i)

than accuse himsdlf; he, as it were, sits in judgment and
passes sentence upon himself. He confesses that he has
Oerved to be bound over to the wrath of God. And hear
what the apostle Paul says: 'if we would judge ourselves
we should not be judged' (i Cor. 11.31).

But have not wicked men, like Judas and Saul,
confessed sin? Yes, but theirs was not a true confession.
That confession of sin nay be right and genuine, these
eight qualifications are requisite: 6. Confession must be
voluntary It must come as water out of a spring, freely.
The confesson of the wicked is extorted, like the
confession of aman upon arack. When a spark of God's
wrath flies into their conscience, or they are in fear of
death, then they will fal to their confessons. Balaam,
when he saw the agd's neked svord, coud sy, *I have
dnned (Num 22.34). But true confession drops from the
lips as myrrh from the tree or honey from the comb,
freely. © have dmed agpind heaven, ad bdore thed
(Luke 1568): the prodiga charged himsdf with sn
before his father dnarged imwithit.

2. Confession must be with compunction The heart must
deeply resent it. A natural man's confessions run through
him as water through a pipe. They do not at all affect
him. But true confesson leaves heart-wounding
impressions on a man. David's soul was burdened in
the confession of his sins. 'as an heavy burden they are
too heavy for me' (Ps. 38.4). It is one thing to confess
sin and another thing to fed dn.

3. Confession must be sincere

Our heats must go dong with our confessions. The
hypocrite confesses sin but loves it, like a thief who
confesses to dolen goods, yet loves steding. How many
confess pride and covetousness with their lips but roll
them as honey under their tongue. Augustine said that
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before his convarson he confessed Sn and begged  power
againg it, but his heart whispered within him, 'not yet,
Lord'. He was afraid to leave his sin too soon. A good
Chrigtian is more honest. His heart keeps pace with his
tongue. He is convinced of the sins he confesses, and
abhorsthednsheisconvinoed of.

4. In true confession a man particularizes sin Awicked
men acknowledges he is a snner in gengd. He confesses
sn by whdede His cofeson of dn is much like
Nebuchednezzar's dreem: *| have dreamed a dream’ (Dan.
23), but he coud nat tdl whet it wes The thing is gone
fronme (Dan. 25). In the same way a widked man says,
‘Lord, | have sinned', but does not know what the sinis;
at least he does not remember, whereas a true convert
acknowledges his particular sins. Asiit is with a wounded
men, who comes to the srgeon and shows him dl  his
wounds — here | was cut in the head, there | wasshotin
the aalm — so a mournful sinner confesses the severd
dgempas of his sou. Isad drew up a paticda charge
against themselves. ‘'we have served Baadim' (Judg.
10.10). The prophet recites the very sin which broughta
are with it Neathe hae we heakened uto thy
servants the prophets, which spake in thy name' (Dan.
9.6). By a diligent ingpection into our hearts we may
find some particular sin indulged*, point to that sin with a
tear.

5. A true penitent confesses sin in the fountain He
acknowledges the pollution of his nature. The sin of our
nature is not only a privation of good but an infusion of
evil. It is like canker to iron or stain to scarlet. David
aknomedges his bithhsn © was dgpen in iniquity; ad
in sin did my mother conceive me (Ps. 51.5). We are
ready to charge many of our first sins to Satan's
temptations, but this sin of our nature is wholly from
oursves we cannat hift it off to Satan. We havearodt
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within that bears gall and wormwood (Deut. 29.18). Our
nature is an abyss and seminary of dl evil, from whence
come those scandals that infest the world. It is this
depravity of nature which poisons our holy things, it is
this which brings on God's judgments and makes our
madesgidk inthebirth. Oh corfessgnin thefountain!

6. Sn is to be confessed with al its drcumgtances and
aggravations

Those sins which are committed under the gospel
horizon are doubtless dyed in grain. Confess sins against
knowledge, against grace, against vows, against exper-
iencss e judgmets The wrah of God came upon
them and dew the fates of them. For dl this they snned
dill': (Ps. 77.31-2). These are killing aggravations which
0o acoant and enhance our Ins

7. In confesson we mugt 0 charge oursdves as to dear
Gad

Should the Lord be severe in his providences and
unsheath his bloody sword, yet we must acquit him and
acknowledge he has done us no wrong. Nehemiah in his
confessing of dn vindicates God's righteousness.
'Howbeit thou art just in dl that is brought upon us
(Neh. 9.33). Mauritius' the emperor, when he saw his
wife dan before his eyes by Phocas aied aut, 'Righteous
art thou| I Lord, in al thy ways.

8. We mug confess our Sns with a resolution not to act
themover again

Some nn from the confesdng of dn to the committing of
sin, like the Persians who have one day in the year when
they kill sapats ad dta tha day auffer them to svam
again. Likewise, many seem to kill their sins in their
confessons and dtewads le them gow as fat as eve.
'‘Ceaseto do evil' (Isa. 1.16). It isvain to confess, 'We

'Roman emperor (58z-60i). Phocasbecame emparar fter Mauritius
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have done those things we ought not to have don€, and
continue ill in doing so. Pharaoh confessed he had
sinned (Exod. 9.27), but when the thunder ceased hefdl to
his sin again: 'he sinned yet more, and hardened his
heat (Exod. 934). Origet cals cofesion the vomit of
the soul whereby the conscience is eased of that burden
which dd lie upon it. Now, when we have vamited up sn
by confesson we must not return to this vomit. What
king will pardon thet men who, dter he hes confessed his
treason, practises new treason?

Thuswesaehow confession mugt bequdified

Usei: Is confession a necessary ingredient in repent-
ance? Here is a bill of indictment against four sorts of

(é) It reproves those that hide their sins, as Rachel hid
her father's images under her (Gen. 31.34). Many had
rather have their sins covered than cured. They do with
their sins as with their pictures: they draw a curtain over
them; or as some do with their bastards, smother them.
Bu though men will have no tongue to confess God hes
an eye to = he will unmask thar treeson: © will reprove
thes and st tham in ade befare thine eyes (Ps 50.20).
Those iniquities which men hide in their hearts shall be
written one day on their foreheads as with the point of a
diamond. They who will not confess their sin ag David
did, that they may be pardoned, shall confess their sin as
Achan did, that they may be stoned. It is dangerous to
keep the devil's counsdl: 'He that covereth his Sins shall
not prosper' (Prov. 28.13).

(2) It reproves those who do indeed confess sin but
only by halves. They do not confess al; they confess the
pence but not the pounds. They confess vain thoughts or
badness of memory but not the sins they are most guilty

"Oned theearly Greek Fethers; hediedin 154.

[32]



TheNatureof True Repentance(i)

of, such as rash anger, extortion, uncleanness, like he in
FAutarch who complaned his domech was nat vay good
when his lungs were bed ad his liver ratten. But if we do
not confess al, how should we expect that God will
pardon al? It is true that we cannot know the exact
cddogue of our dns but the dns which come within our
view and cognizance, and which our hearts accuse us of,
must ke confessed as ever wehopefor mercy.

(3) It reproves those who in their confessions mince
ad exdeude ther sns A gradous ol labours to meke
the worst of his sins, but hypocrites make the best of
them. They do not deny they are sinners, but they
what they can to lessen their sins: they indeed offend
sometimes, but it is their nature, and it is long of such
occasions. These are excuses rather than confessions. °©
have sinned: for | have transgressed the commandment
of the Lord: because | feared the people' (i Sam. 15.24).
Saul lays his sin upon the people: they would have him
spare the sheep and oxen. It was an apology, not a self-
indictment. This runs in the blood. Adam acknowledged
that he had tasted the forbidden fruit, but instead of
agyavding hs sn he tadaed it from himef o Godt
The woman thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of
thetree and | did eat’' (Gen. 3.12), that is, if | had not had
thiswoman to be atempter | would not have transgressed.
Inscripsere deos sceleri® (Ovid). That isabad sinindeed
that has no excuse, as it must be a very coarse wod
which will take no dye How gt we are to pare and curtall
sn, and look upon it through the smal end of the
perspective,' that it appears but as 'a little cloud, like a
man's hand' (i Kings 18.44).

Removed.
*They charge the gods with the crime.’

Tedesoopeor micosoope
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(4) 1t reproves those who ae 0 far from confessing
sin that they boldly plead for it. Indead of having tears to
lament it, they use arguments to defend it. If ther sin be
passion they will justify it: © do wel to be angry' (Jon.
49). If it be covetousness they will vindicate it. When
men commit sn they ae the devil's servants, when they
plead for it they are the devil's atorneys, and he will give
themafee

Use 2 Let us show oursdves penitents by sincere
confesson of sn. The thief on the cross made a confes-
gon of his sn: ‘we indeed ae condemned justly' (Luke
2341). And Christ said to him, Today shdt thou be with
me in paadiss (Luke 2343), which might have
occesoned that speech of Augudtings, that confesson of
sn shuts the mouth of hell and opens the gate of paradise.
Tha we may make a free and ingenuous confesson of
an, let us consder:

(6) H@ly confession gives glory to God: 'My son, give, |
pray thee, glory to the Lord God of Israel, and make
confesson unto him' (Josh. 7.19). A humble confession
exdts God. What a glory is it to him tha out of our own
mouths he does not condemn us? While we confess sin,
God's patience is magnified in sparing, and his free grace in
s[ingach Smes

() Confesson is a means to humble the soul. He who
subscribes himsdf  a  hel-desarving  sinner will  have  little
heat to be proud. Like the violet, he will hang down his
head in humility. A true penitent confesses that he
mingles dn with dl he does, and therefore has nothing to
hoast of. Uzziah, though a king, yet had a leprosy in his
forehead; he had enough to abase him (2 Chron. 26.19).
So a child of God, even when he does good, et
acknowledges much evil to be in tha good. This lays al
his feathers of pridein the dust.

(3) Confession gives vent to atroubled heart. When
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quilt lies baling in the consdene confesson gives eee It
is like the landng of an amoess which gves ese to the
patient.

(4) Confession purges out sin. Augustine called it 'the
exdlea o vied Sn is a bed Hood cofesdson is like the
opening of a vein to let it out. Confession is like the
dung-gate, through which dl the filth of the city was
carried forth (Neh. 3.13). Confession is like pumping at
the lesk; it lets out that sin which would otherwise
drown. Confession is the sponge that wipes the spots
from oif thesoul.

(5) Confesson of dn endears Chrid to the sod. If | sy |
am a sinner, how precious will Chrigt's blood be to me!
After Paul has confessed a body of sin, he breaks forth
into a graulatory triumph for Christ: © thank God
through Jess Chrig* (Rom 7.25). If a debtor confeses a
judgment but the creditor will not exact the debt, instead
appointing his own son to pay it, will not the debtor be
very thankful? So when we confess the debt, and that
even though we should for ever lie in hell we cannot pay
it, but that God should appoint his own Son to lay down
his blood for the payment of our debt, how is free grace
megnified and Jesus Chrigt etamaly loved and admired!

(6) Confession of sin makes way for pardon. No
sooner did the prodigd come with a confession in his
mouth, ° have sinned against heaven', than his father's
heart did melt towards him, and he kissed him (Luke
15.20). When David said, © have sinned, the prophet
brought him a box with a pardon, The Lord hath put
avay thy dn (2 Sam 1213). He who dnoady confesses
sin has God's bond for a pardon: 'If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins (i John 1.9).
Why does not the apostle say that if we confess he is
merdful to forgve our 9ns? No; he is jud, because he hes
bound himself by promise to forgive such. God's truth
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and justice are engaged for the pardoning of that man
who confesses sin and comes with a penltent heert by
fathinChid,)

(7 How reesanddeardeespshsoommﬁtmtvve
doud cofess SNl (@ It is a reasonable command, far if
oe hes wongad anather, what is more rdiond then to

es he hes wronged him? We having wranged God
by d9n, how equd ad cosomat to resson is it thd we
shaud oofess the dffes (D) It is an easy commad
Wha a vad dffaence is there bawen the fird coverat
ad the ssood In the fird covaat it wes if you commit
gn you de in the ssood coveat it is if you confess Sn
yau ddl have magy. In the fird coveat no surdy was
dlowed; under the covenant of grace, if we do but
confess the debt, Christ will be our surety. What way
could be thought of as more ready and facile for the
sdvation of man than a humble confesson? Only
aknoMede thine inquity’ (Jer. 313). God says to s |
do nat ak for saifices of rams to expide your quilt; 1 do
nat bid you pat with the frut of your body far the sn o
your soul, Only acknowledge thine iniquity’; do but
dav wp an inddmat aEnd youdf and pead quilty,
adyouddl beared mauy.

All this should render this duty amiable. Throw out the
poison of sin by confesson, and 'this day is sdvation
come to thy house'.

There remains one case of conscience: are we bound to
confess our sins to men? The papists insst much upon
auricular confession; one must confess his sinsin the ear
of the priest or he cannot be absolved. They urge,
'‘Confess your sins one to another' (James 5.16), but this
scripture is little to their purpose. It may as well mean
that the priest should conf ess to the people as well as the
people to the priest. Auricular confession is one of the
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Pope's golden doctrines. Like the fish in the Gospd, it has
money in its mouth: ‘when thou hast opened his mouth,
thou shdt find a piece of money* (Matt. 17.27). But
though | am not for confesson to men in a popish sense,
yet | think in three cases there ought to be confesson to
mat

(6) Firdly, where a person has fdlen into scandaous
gn and by it has been an occason of offence to some
and of fdling to others he ought to make a solemn and
open acknowledgement of his sn, that his repentance
may be asvisble as his scandd (2 Cor. 2.6—7).

(2) Secondly, where a man has confessed his sn to
God, yet dill his conscience is burdened, and he can have
no esse in his mind, it is very requiste that he should
confess his sns to some prudent, pious friend, who may
advise him and spesk a word in due season (James 5.16}. It
is a snful modesty in Chrigtians that they are not more free
with ther minigers and other spiritud  friends in
unburdening  themsdves  and  opening the sores  and
troubles of thelr souls to them. If there is a thorn sticking in
the conscience, it is good to make use of those who may help
to pluck it out.

(3) Thirdly, where any man has dandered another and
by clipping his good name has made it weigh lighter, he is
bound to make confesson. The scorpion carries itS poison
in its tal, the danderer in his tongue. His words pierce
deep like the quills of the porcupine. That person who
has murdered another in his good name or, by beaing
fdse witness has damaged him in his edate, ought to
confess his sn and ask forgiveness: 'if thou bring thy gift to
the dtar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath
ought againg thee; go thy way; first be reconciled to thy
brother, and then come and offer thy gift (Matt. 523—
4). How can this reconciligtion be effected but by
confessing theinjury? Till thisis done,
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God will accept none of your services. Do not think the
holiness of the dtar will privilege you; your praying and
hearing are in vain till you have appeased your brother's
anger by confessng your fauttohim.



Chapter Four

THE NATURE OF TRUE
REPENTANCE (2)

Ingredient 4: Shamefor Sn

The fourth ingredient in repentance is shame: 'that they
may be ashamed of their iniquities (Ezek. 43.10).
Blushing is the coowr of virtue When the heat hes bem
made black with sin, grace makes the face red with
blushing: © am ashamed and blush to lift up my face
(Eza 9.6). The repating prodigd was 90 ashamed of his
excess that he thought himself not worthy to be caled a
son any more (Luke 15.21). Repentance causes a holy
bashfulness. If Christ's blood were not at the sinner's
heart, there would not so much blood come in the face.
Thae ae nihe conddadtions dout dn which may cause
shame

(é) Every sin makes us guilty, and guilt usudly breeds
shame. Adam never blushed in the time of innocency.
While he kept the whiteness of the lily, he hard not the
busing of the ross but when he hed ddflovered his soul
by sin, then he was ashamed. Sin has tainted our blood.
We are guilty of high treason againgt the Crown of
heaven. Thismay causeahaly modesty and blushing.

(2) In every sin thereis much unthankful ness, andthetis
a matter of shame. He who is upbraided with ingratitude will
blush. We have snned agang God when he has given us
no cause 'What iniquity have your fathers found in me?
(Jer. 25). Wherein has God wearied us unless his
mercies have wearied us? Oh the silver drops
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that have falen on usl We have had the finest of the
wheat; we have been fed with angels food. The golden al
of dvine bessng hes run doan on us from the heed of our
heavenly Aaron. And to abuse the kindness of so good
a God, how may this make us ashamed' Julius Caesar
took it unkindy a the hends of Bruus' on whom he hed
betowved 0 may favous when he care to sab him:
"What, thou, my son Brutus? | ungrateful, to be the
wore for marcy! Adiat reparts of the vuture, thet it draws
dckness from pafumes To oconradt the dissese of pride
and luxury from the perfume of God's mercy, how
unworthy is it; to requite evil for good, to kick against
our feeder (Deut. 32.15); to make an arrow of God's
mercies and shoot a him, to wound him with his own
bessng | homd ingaitudd Willnat this dye our faoss a
deep scarlet? Unthankfulness is a,sm so great that God
himsdf stands amazed at it: 'Hear, | Heavens, and give
ear, | earth: | have nourlshed and brought up children,

and they haverebdled againg me’ (Isa. 1.2).

(3 Sn has made us naked, and that may bresd shame
Sin has gtripped us of our white linen of holiness. It has
made us naked and deformed in God's eye, which may
cause blushing. When Hanun had abused David's ser-
vants and cut off their garments so that their nakedness
did appear, the text says, 'the men were greatly ashamed'
(2Sam 105).

(4) Our sins have put Christ to shame, and should not
we be ashamed? The Jaws arayed him in puple they put a
reed in his hand, spat in his face, and in his greatest
agonies reviled him. Here was 'the shame of the cross;
ad tha which aggravaed the dame wes to condder the
eminancy of hisparson, ashewasthe Lamb of God. Did

'Brutus, theclosefrlend of Julius Caesar, helped to stab him to degth
in44BC. Amwmmknvwdeéoairmre(@ylnﬁehrdoemy)



our sins put Chrigt to shame, and shall they not put us to
shame? Did he wear the purple, and shall not our cheeks
wear crimson? Who can behold the sun as it were
blushing a Christ's passon, and hiding itsdf in an
adipss and hisfacenat blugh?

(5) Many sins which we commit are by the special
ingigation of the devil, ad doud nat this cause shame?
The devil put it into the heart of Judas to betray Chrigt
(John 13.2). Hefilled Ananias heart to lie (Acts 5.3). He
often stirs up our passions (James 3.6). Now, asitisa
shame to bring forth a child illegitimately, so too is it to
bring fath such dns as mey cdl the devil fathe. It is sad
that the virgin Mary conceived by the power of the Holy
Ghg (Luke 135), but we often concdve by the powver of
Sdan. When the heat concaves pride, |ugt, and mdice it is
vay often by the powe o the devil. May nat this meke us
ashamed to think that many of our sins are committed in
copulation with the old serpent?

(6) Sin, like Circe's' enchanting cup, turns men into
beasts (Ps. 49.12), and is not that matter for shame?
Sinners are compared to foxes (Luke 13.32), to wolves
(Matt. 7.15), to asses(Job 11.12), to swine (2 Pet. 222). A
sinner isaswine with aman's head. He who was oncelitle
less then the angds in dignity is now become like the beasts.
Grace in this life does not wholly obliterate this brutish
temper. Agur, that good man, cried out, 'Surely | am more
brutish than any!" (Prov. 30.2). But common sinners are
in a manner wholly brutified; they do not act rationaly
but are carried away by the violence of their lusts and
passions. How may this make us ashamed who are thus
degenerated below our own species? Our sins have
taken away that noble, masculine spirit which once we
had. The crown isfalen from our head. God's image

* An enchantress in Greek legend who gave her magic cup to Ulysses
compenionsand dnengad themintosaine
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isdefaned, reeson isedipsed, consdence dupified We
havemareinusd thelruethen of theangd.

(7 Inevery sn there is fdly (Jer. 422). A men will be
agamed o his fdly. Is nat he a fod who labous more
for the breed that paides then for the breed of life? IS
not heafod who far a lug o a tifle will lose heaven, like
Tiberius' who for a draught of drink forfeted his
kingdom? Is not he a fool who, to safeguard his body,
will inure his soU? As if are houd lg hsam o hed be
cut to save his vest! Naviget aniyciram® (Horace). Is
not he a fool who will believe a temptation before a
proms? Is nat he a fod who minds his reoedion mare
then his sdvaion? How may this meke men adhamed, to
think that they inherit not land, but folly (Prov.
14.18}.

@ That which may meke us dush is thet the answe
commit are far worse than the ans of the heathen. Weact
agang more light. To us have been committed the
oracles of God. The sn committed by a Chridian is
woe then the same In committed by an Indan because
the Chridian dns g demer convidion, which s like
the dye to the wodar the wegt put into the sde thet
mekesit wegh heavie.

9 Our ans are worse than the gns of the devils the
lgsed ads rever smed agand Chrids bood. Chrid
dad nat for them The medidre of his mait wes never
intended to hed them. But we have affronted and
dgoeraged hisblood by undief.

The devils never sinned against God's patience. As
soon as they apostatised, they were damned. God never

"The third Roman emperor, mentioned in Luke 3.1. Hereigned from
A.D. 14 to 37. For much of his reign he was accused of chronic
intaxication.

“Let him sdl to Anticyra' HeIIebore, aplant found at Andcyra, atown
the Guif of Carinth, wesbdievedtobeacurefor insenity.
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waited for the angels, but we have spent upon the stock
of God's patience. He has pitied our weakness, borne
with our forwardness. His Spirit has been repulsed, yet
has ill importuned us and will take no denid. Our
conduct has been so provoking as to have tired not only
the patience of a Moses but of al the angels. We have
put God to it, and made him weary of repenting (Jer.
i5.6}.

The devils never sinned against example. They were
the first that sinned and were made the first example.
We have seen the angels, those morning stars, fall from
their glorious orb; we have seen the old world drowned,
Sodom burned, yet have ventured upon sin. How des-
perate is that thief who robs in the very place where his
felow hangs in chains. And surdly, if we have out-
smed thedevils it may well put ustotheblush,

Usei. Is shame an ingredient of repentance? If so,
how far are they from being penitents who have no
shame? Many have sinned away shame: 'the unjust
knoweth no shame' (Zeph. 3.5). It is a great shame hot
to be ashamed. The Lord sets it as a brand upon the
Jews. 'Were they ashamed when they had committed
abomination? Nay, they were not a al ashamed,
neither could they blush' (Jer. 6.15). The devil has
stolen shame from men. When one of the persecutorsin
Queen Mary's time was upbraided with his bloodiness to
the martyrs, he replied, © see nothing to be ashamed of.
Many are no more ashamed of their sin than King
Nebuchadnezzar was of his being turned to grass. When
men have hearts of stone and foreheads of brass, it isa
sign that the devil has taken full possesson of them.
There is no creature capable of shame but man. The
brute beasts are capable of fear and pain, but not of
shame. You cannot make a beast blush. Those who
cannat blush for 5n do too much resamblethe beegts



There are some so far from this holy blushing that
they are proud of their sins. They are proud of their long
hair. These are the devil's Nazarites. 'Doth not even
nature itself teach you, that, if aman have long hair, it isa
shame unto him (i Cor. 11.14). It confounds the
digtinction of the sexes. Others are proud of their black
spots. And what if God should turn them into blue
oots?

Others are so far from being ashamed of sin that they
glory in their dns. ‘whose glory is in their shame' (Phil.
3.19). Some are ashamed of that which is their glory:
they are ashamed to be seen with a good book in their
hand. Others glory in that which is their shame: they
look on sin as a piece of gallantry. The swearer thinks
his speech most graceful when it is interlarded with
oaths. The drunkard counts it a glory that he is mighty to
drink (ha. 5.22). But when men shall be cast into a
fiery furnace, heated seven times hotter by the breath of
the Almighty, then let them boast of sin as they see
cause

Use 2. Let us show our penitence by a modest
blushing: ¥ my God, | blush to lift up my face (Ezra
9.6). 'My God' - there was faith; °© blush' - there was
repentance. Hypocrites will confidently avouch God to
be their God, but they know not how to blush. T let us
take holy shame to ourselves for sin. Be assured, the
more we are ashamed of sin now, the less we shal be
ashamed at Christ's coming. If the sins of the godly be
mentioned a the day of judgment, it will not be to
shame them, but to magnify the riches of God's grace in
pardoning them. Indeed, the wicked shall be ashamed at
the last day. They shal sneak and hang down their
heads, but the saints shall then be as without spot (Eph.
5.2.7], so without shame; therefore they are bid to lift up
their heeds(Luke 21.28).

\AA\
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Ingredient 5: Hatred of Sin

The fifth ingredient in repentance is hatred of sin. The
Schoolmen distinguished a two-fold hatred: hatred of
abominations, and hatred of enmity.

Firdly, there is a hatred or loathing of abominations:
'Ye shall loathe yourselves for your iniquities (Ezek.
36.31). A true penitent is a sin-loather. If a man loathe
that which makes his ssomach sick, much more will he
loathe theat which mekes his consdence Sdk. It is more 1o
lcethe dn then to leave it. One may leave gn for fear, asin a
storm the plate and jewels are cast overboard, but the
nauseating and loathing of sin argues a detestation of it.
Chrigt is never loved till sin be loathed. Heaven is never
longed for till gn be loathed When the soul ssss an isse
d dood ruming, he aies out, Lod, when ddl | be fresd
from this body of desth? When ddl | put of thee filthy
garments of sin and have the fair mitre of glory set upon
my heed? Let dl my sHfdove be tumed ino sf-lcething
(Zed?. 3415 ). We ae never more predous in Gods eyes
then whenweareleparsin our own.

Sxoondy, there is a hdred of emity. Thare is no beter
way to discover life than by motion. The eye moves, the
pulse beats. So to discover repentance there is no better
sign than by a holy atipathy against sin. Hatred, said
Cicero,! is anger boiled up to an inveteracy. Sound
repentance begins in the love of God and ends in the
hetred of Sn.

How may true hatred of anbeknown?i. When a man's
spirit is set against sin The torigije does not only inveigh
against sin, but the heart abhorsit, so that however
curioudy painted sin gopears wefindit odious aswe
abhor thepidureof onewhom we mortally hate, even
though it may be well

'Theologiahs of the Middle Ages.
“Ajfamous orator and statesman of the last century before Christ.
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drann. °lovenat theg SchidA Suppoeadsh befindy

cooked and the sauce good, yet if amen hesan antipethy

agang themeet, hewill nat tegteit. Solet thedevil cook

and dress sin with pleasure and profit, yet a true penitent
with a secret abhorrence of it isdisgusted by it and will not
meddle with it.

€ Truehatred of dnisunversal

Truehdred of snisunivesd intwoways in respect of the
faculties, and of the object.

(& Harad is unived in repect of the faouties thet is
there is a dslike of sn nat anly in the judgmet, but in the
will and affections. Many a one is convinced that snisa
vile thing, and inhis judgmat hes an avadon to it, but ye
he tastes sweetness and has a secret complacency in it.
Hee is a ddiking o dn in the judgmet ad an embradng
of it in the affections; whereas in true repentance the
hatred of sn is in dl the faculties, not only in the
intellectual part, but chiefly in the will: ‘what | hate, that
do A (Rom 7.15). Pal was nat free from sn, yet his will
wasagard it.

(2) Hared is unived in repect of the dgjet. He who
hetes one sin hates dl. Arigole’ sid, hetred is againgt the
whole kind. He who hates a serpent hates al serpents. ©
hate every false way' (Ps. 119.104). Hypocrites will hate
ome dns which mar thar aedt, but a true convat hetes
dl snrs ganfd drs compedontsns the vay dinings o
corruption. Paul hated the motions of sin (Rom. 7.23). 3.
Truehatred againg sn isagaing Sninall forms

* An epigram of the Roman writer Martial. Its English counterpart is
foundinthelines
| donatloveyou, Dr Fdl, Butwhy it
isl cannattdl; But this| know, and
know full well, | donat loveyou, Dr
Fl.
ZA Greek of the fourth century B.C., famous as philosopher, logician,
metaphysician and 'the father of natural science'.
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A holy heart detests sin for its intringc pollution. Sin
leaves a stain upon the soul. A regenerate person abhors
sin not only for the curse but for the contagion. He hates
this serpent not only for its sting but for its poison. He
hates sin not only for hdl, but as hdl.

4. True hatred is implacable

It will never be reconciled to sin any more. Anger may be
reconciled, but hatred cannot. Sin isthat Amalek which is
never to be taken into favour again. The war between a
child of God and sin is like the war between those two
princes. 'there was war between Rehoboam and
Jeroboam dl their days (i Kings 14.30).

5 Whee ihere is a real hatred, we not only oppose sn in
oursalvesbut in otherstoo

The chiirch at Ephesus could not bear with those who
were evil (EYi. 2.2). Paul sharply censured Peter for his
dissmulation athough he was an apodle. Chrigt in a
holy displeasure whipped the money-changers out of the
templE ~fohnz.i”). He would not suffer the temple to be
mape |ap exchange. Nehemiah rebuked the nobles for
theljriisuryl(;Neh. 5.7) and their Sabbath profanation IN
0. vTAr! A dn-hater will not endure wickedness in
li]lsfam|)f*He that worketh deceit shall rot dwell within
hiylh)usi€|P5. 101.7). What a shame it is when
megigjriegbed dov hegt o spmt in thar pessos but
no;eodlgoni; 1 insuppressng vicee Thoee wiho have no
aritjjpyla gris>tilsh are srangars to repentance: Sin sin *
Tner . * in in a serpent, which, being
affd It natural to it,

; areI they from repentance who, instead of
fyelsin! To the godly sinisasathornin the
ked itliis as a crown on the head: 'When
e Ithou rgoicest' (Jer. 11.15). Loving
han committing**- A good man may run

[47]
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ino a dnfu ation unawares but to love
dn is depgde What is it thet mekes a
syvine but loving to turde in the mire?
Whet is it thet mekes a devil but loving
that which gpposss God? To love sn ons
thet the will is in sn, and the more of the
will there isin a sin, the greater the sin.
Wilfulness makes it a sn not to be
purged by sacrifice (Heb. 10.26).

I how many there are that love the
forbidden fruit! They love thar ceths ad
altaies they love the sn ad hae the
reproof. Solomon speeks of a ganardion o
mat ‘medness is in thar heat while they
livé (Ecdes 9.3). So far men to love sn, to hug that which
will be therr degth, to sport with damnation, 'madness is in
their heart'.

It peruedes us to show our repentance by a bitter hetred  of
sin. Thereis a deadly antipathy between the scorpion and
the cocodle such shoud there be bewean the heat and
an

Quedion: What is thae in gn that may meke a penitant
heteit?

Answer: Sin is the cursed thing, the most misshapen
monster. The apostle Paul uses a very emphatic word to
exres it thet 9n might become excesding anfu' (Rom
713, o as it is in the Gek, hypabdicdly dnfu’. Thet
sn is a hyperbolical mischief and deserves hatred will
gopear if welook upon Snasafourfad concat:

(& Lok upon the aigin of gn, from whance it comes It
fadhes its padigree fram hdl: 'He tha committeth dn is of
the devil, for the devil sinneth from the beginning' (6 John
38). 9n is the devil's proper wok God hes a had in
odaing dn, it is trug but Saten hes a hand in ading it out
How hateful is it to be doing that which is the peculiar
work of thedevil, indeed, thet which mekes men devils?

(2) Look upon sinin its nature, and it will appear very
hateful. See how scripture has pencilled it out: it is a
dishonouring of God (Rom. 2.23); a despising of God (i
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Sam. 2.30); afretting of God (Ezek. 16.43}; ®wearying
of God (ha. 7.13); a breaking the heart of God, as a
loving husband is with the unchaste conduct of hiswife: ©
am broken with their whorish heart' (Ezek. 6.9). Sn,
when aded to the hdght, is a audfying Chiig dresh ad
putting him to open shame (Heb. 6.6), that is, impudent
smes pigce Chig in his sants and weare he now upon
eath they woud audfy hm agan in his pason. Bead
the odious nature of sin.

(3) Look upon sn in its comparison, and it appears
ghastly. Compare sin with affliction and hell, and it is
worse than both. It is worse than affliction: sickness,
poverty, death. There is more maignity in a drop of sin
then in a s o dflidion, for 9n is the caue o dflicion,
ad the cause is more then the dfedt. The sword of Gods
justice lies quiet in the scabbard till sin draws it out.
Affliction is good for us: 'It is good for me that | have
been afflicted’ (Ps. 119.71). Affliction causes repentance
(2 Chron. 33.12). The viper, being stricken, casts up its
pason, 0, Gods rod driking us we it avey the poison
of sin. Affliction betters our grace. Gold is purest, and
juniper sweetest, in the fire. Affliction prevents damna-
tion (i Cor. 11.32). Therefore, Maurice the emperor!
payed to God to punish him in this life thet he migt nat
be punished hereafter. Thus, affliction is in many ways
for our good, but there is no good in sin. Mamsseh's
afliction brought him to humiliation, but Judas din
brought him to desperation.

Afflidion oy reedhes the body, but dn goes futha: it
poisons the fancy, disorders the affections. Affliction is
but corrective; sin is destructive. Affliction can but take
away the life; sin takes away the soul (Luke 12.20). A
men thet isdfliced may havehisconsdence quiet. When

! Roman emperor in the sixth century.
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the ark was tossed on the waves, Noah could sing in the
ark. When the body is afflicted and tossed, a Christian
can 'make melody in his heart to the Lord' (Eph. 5.19).
But when a man commits sin, conscience is terrified.
Witness Soira® who upon his djuing the fath sdd thet |,
he thought the damned oiits dd nat fed those tomets
which heinwady endured.

In dflicion one may have the love of God (Rev. 319). If
a man should throw a bag of money at another, and in
throwing it should hurt him a little and raise the skin, he
will nat take it unkindy, but will lodk yoon it &s a frut o
love. So when God bruises us with &ffliction, it is to
enrich us with the golden graces and comforts of his
Spirit. All is in love. But when we commit sin, God
withdraws his love. When David sinned he fet nothing
but displeasure from God: 'Clouds and darkness are
round about him' (Ps. 97.2). David found it so. He could
see no rainbow, no sunbeam, nothing but clouds and
darkness about God's face.

That sin is worse than affliction is evident because the
gedes judgmat Gad lays yoon a men in this life is to &
him sin without control. When the Lord's displeasure is
most svady kinded agand a pason, he does nat sy, |
will bring the sword and the plague on this man, but, |
will let him sin on: 'So | gave them up unto their own
heats lug' (Ps 81.12). Now, if the gving up of a men 1o
his dns (in the account of God himsdf) is the most
dreedfu evil, then gn is fa worse then dflidion. And if it be
90, then how should it be heted by L

JAN eminent lawyer living near Venice in the Reformation period
(sixteenth century). He turned from Romanism, accepted the Protestant
faith, but later apostatized and died in despair in 1548. His Lifewas
published in Geneva in 1550, John Calvin supplying a preface. John
Bunyan was degaly impressad by what happened to Soira The men in the
iron cage in the Interpreter's House in Pilgrim's Progress undoubtedly
rgresatshim.
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Compare sin with hell, and you shdl see tha sin is
woree Tomat hes its anphess in hdl, ye nathing thee is
& bed as d9n Hdl is of Gods meking, but Sn is none of his
making. Sin is the devil's creature. The torments of hdl
are a burden only to the sinner, but sinis a burden to God:
*| am pressed under you, as acart is pressed that is ful of
deaves (Amos 213). In the tomets of hdl there is
womghing thet is good, namdy, the exeadion of dvine
justice. There is justice to be found in hel, but sin is a
piece of the highest injustice. It would rob God of his
glory, Christ of his purchase, the soul of its happiness.
Judge then if sin be not a mogt hateful thing, which is
worse than affliction or hell.

(4) Look upon sin in the issue and consequence, and it
will appear hateful. Sin reaches the body. It has exposed it
to a vaidy of misies We come into the wald with a cry
and go out with a groan. It made the Thracians weep on
their children's birthday, as Herodotus tdls us, to
consder the calamities they were to undergo in the
world. Sin é is the Trojan horse® out of which comes a
whole army of troubles. | need not hame them because
dmog evayore feds them. While we suck the honey we
ae pidkedwith the bria. Sn dves a desh in the wine of
our comforts; it digs our grave (Rom. 5.12).

Sin readies the soul. By sin we have lost thgimage of
God, wherein did consist both our sanctity and our
mgedy. Adam in his pidine doy wes like a hadd who
hes his coat of ams upon him. All reverence him because
he carries the king's coat of arms, but pull this coat off,
and no men regards him. Sin hes dore this dgyace to us It
has plucked off our coat of innocency. But that is not

'The Gresk poet Homer's story of the wooden horsefilled with soldiers by
means of which the Greskd cgptured Troy in the province of llium (ner the
Dardanelles) is one of .the most famous stories handed down from the
ancient world.
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all. This bearded arrow of sin would strike yet
deeper. It would for ever separate us from the
beautiful vison of God, in whose presence is
fulness of joy. If sn be so hypatdicdly
s, it shoud svdl or gen ad dir U our
impacade indigndion agand it As Ammons
hetred of Tamar was greater than the love
wherewith he had loved her (2 Sam 1315), 0
we doud hete sn infintdy more thean ever we
loved it

Ingredient 6: Turning from Sin
The dxth ingredat in repentance is a tuming
from sn Rdomeion is Idt lag to bring up the
reer of repentance What though one coud, with
Niobe" wesp himsdf into a stone, if he did not
weep out sin? True repentance, like aguafortis [nitric
add, eas aaundea the iron dan o dn Therefore
weeping and turning are put together (Joel 212). After
the doud of somow hes dropped in tears the firmament of
the soul is clearer: 'Repent, and turn your sdvesfrom your
idds ad tun avay you faes from dl  your
abominations (Ezek. 14.6). This turning from sin is cdled
a fosking o dn (ha. 557), &s a man foskes the
compary of a thef or sroge. It is cdled ‘a puting of dn
far away' (job 11.14), ® Paul P" away the viper and
dodk it into the fire (Acts 285). Dying to dn is the life of
repentance. The very day a Christian turns from sin he
must enjoin himself a perpetua fast. The eye must fast
from impure glances. The ear mugt fast from hearing
danders. The tongue must fast from oaths. The hands
mudt fad from hribes The fed mugt fedt from the path of
the halat. And the sod mugt fest from the love of widked
ness Thistuming from animpliesanoigde change

The wife of a king of Thebes in andent times who boested of her tweve
children, whereupon, according to Greek legend, she lost them all
suddenly, and her grief changed her into a stone which shed tears in
umme.
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Thae is a change wrought in the heat. The flinty heat
has become fleshly. Satan would have Christ prove his
deity by turning stones into bread. Christ has wrought a
far greater miracle in making stones become flesh. In
repentance Christ turns a heart of stoneinto flesh.

There is a dhange wrought in the life Tuming from gn is
s0 vighble that others may discern it. Therefore it is
caled a change from darkness to light (Eph. jr.8). Paul,
after he had seen the heavenly vision, was so turned that
al men wondered at the change (Acts 9.21). Repentance
turned the jailer into a nurse and physician (Acts 16.33).
He took the apostles and washed their wounds and set
med before them. A ghip is going essward; there comes a
wind which turns it westward. Likewise, a man was
turning hell-ward before the contrary wind of the Spirit
blew, turned his course, and caused him to sail heaver+
ward. Chrysostom, speaking of the Ninevites repent-
ance, said that if a stranger who had seen Nineveh's
excess had gone into the city after they repented, he
would scarce have bdieved it was the same dty because it
was so metamorphosed and reformed. Such a visible
change does repentance make in a person, as if another
ou did lodgeinthesame bodly.

Thet the tuming from sn be rigtly qudified, these few
thingsarerequiste
i. It must be a turning from sin with the heart The heart
is the primum vivens, thefirst thing that lives, and it must
be the primum vertens, the firgt thing that tums The
heat is thawhich the devil drives hadest for. Never did
he so dtrive for the body of Maoses as he does for the
heart of man; In religion the heart is dl. If the heat be
not wmed fram dn it is no bate ten a lie he
treacherous sister Judah hath not turned unto me with
her whole heart, but feignedly' (Jer. 3.10), or asin the
Hebrew, 'in ali€. Judah did make a show of reforma-

kil



tion; she was not so grosdy idolatrous as
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the ten tribes. Y et Judah was worse than

Israel: she is called ‘treacherous Judah.

She pretended to a reformation, but it

was not in truth. Her heart was not for

God: she turned not with the whole
heart.

It is odious to make a show of turning from sin while

the heart is yet in league with it, | have read of one of
our Saxon kings who was baptized, who in the same
church had one dtar for the Chrigtian rdigion and
another for the heathen. God will have the whole heart
turned from sin. True repentance must have no reservesa
inmates
2. It must be a wrning from all sin 'Let the wicked
forsake his way' (Isa. 55.7). A red penitent turns out
of the road of sn. Every sin is abandoned: as Jehu
would have dl the priests of Baa dan (2 Kings 10.24)
— ™ " Mg exgpe — D a true convert seeks the
destruction of every lust. He knows how dangerous it
is to entertain any one sin. He that hides one rebd in
his house is a traitor to the Crown, and he that indulges
one sin is atraitorous hypocrite.
3. It must beaturning fromsin upon a spiritual groundA
man may restrain the acts of sin, yet not turn from sin ina
right manner. Acts of sn may be redraned out of fear
or desgn, but a true penitent turns from sn out of a
religious principle, namely, love to God. Even if sn did
not bear such bhitter fruit, if death did not grow on this
tree, a gracious soul would forsske it out of love to God.
This is the most kindly turning from sin. When things
ae frozen and congeded, the best way to separate them
is by fire When men and ther sns ae congeded
together, the best way to separate them is by the fire of
love. Three men, asking one another what made them
leave dn. one sys | think of the joys of heaven;
another, | think of the torments of hell; but the third, |
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think of the love of God, and that makes me forsake it.
How gl | offerd the God of love?

4. It must be such a turning from sin as turns unto God
Ths is in the ted, tha they dhoud repat ad tum to God
(Acts 2 6.2 0). Tuming fram dn is like puling the arow aut of
the wound; turning to God is like pouring in the bam. We
read in scripture of a repentance from dead works (Heb.
6.1), and a repentance toward God (Acts 20.21).
Unsound hearts pretend to leave old sins, but they do not
turn to God or embrace his service. It is not enough to
forsske the devil's quates but we must gat under Chrid's
banner and wear his colours/The repenting prodiga did
not only leave his harlots, but he arose and went to his
fahe. It wes Gods complant, They reum, but not to the
most High' (Hos. 7.16). In true repentance the heart
points directly to God as the needle to the North Pole.

5. Trueturning fromsinissuch aturn ashasnoreturn
'Ephraim shall say, What have | to do any more with
idols? (Hos. 14.8). Forsaking sin must be like forsaking
one's native soil, never more to return to it. Some have
seemed to be converts and to have turned from sin, but
they have raumed to thar dns agan This is a reuming to
fdly (Ps. 85.8). ltis a feafu dn, for it is againgt dear light. It
is to be syposd thet he who dd once leave his dn fdt it
bitter in the pangs of conscience. Yet he returned to it
again; he therefore sins againg the illuminations of the
Sairit.

Such a return to sin reproaches God: 'What iniquity
have your fahas found in me tha they ae gone far from
me? (Jer. 2j). He that returns to sin by implication
chages God with some evil. If a maen puts awvay his wife it
implies he knows some fault by her. To leave God and
return to sin is tacitly to asperse the Deity. God, who
'hateth putting away' (Mat. 2.16), hates that he himsdlf

shoud bb put anvey.

feel
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To redum to dn gves the devil more pover over a men
thet ever. When a man tums from gn, the devil ssams to be
cd out of him, but when he reuns to I the devil entas
into his house again and takes possession, and 'the last
state of that man is worse than the first' (Matt. 12.45).
When a prisoner hes broken prison, ad the jaler gas him
agan, he will lay sronger irons upon im He who leaves
off a coue of dmning, as it wearg hresks the devil's prison,
but if Satan takes him returning to sin, he will hold him
fage and take fule posesson of him then ever. Oh take
heed of thd A true tuming from sn is a dvordng it, 0 &8
never to come near it any more. Whoever is thus turned
from gn is a bessad pasont 'God, haying rassd up his Son
J=s st him to bless yau, in tuming avey evay one of
you from hisiniquities (Acts$.26).

Usei. Is turning from sin a necessary ingredient in
repentance? If so, then there is little repentance to be
found. Peope ae nat tumed from thar sns they ae dill
the same as they ware They were proud, and 0 they ae
still. Like the beasts in Noah's ark, they went into the ark
unclean and came out unclean. Men cpm$ to ordinances
impure and go away impure. Though n**n have seen o
many changes without, yet there is np change wrought
withn: ‘the pegpe tumeh nat utto Him thet amiteth (ha
9.13). How can they sy they repert who ;dp nbt turn ? Are
they washed in Jordan who till hale tjlieir leprosy upon
their forehead? May not God say to the unreformed, as
once to Epryam, Boram is janed to }dds Ithim doné
(Hos. 4.17)? Likewise, here is a njn joined to his
dukeres and undeamness |e hm done lig im go on
in dn; but if thae be atha judice in heaven o vengeance
inhdl, el nat go unpunished J

Use 2. It reproves those who are but half-turned. And
who are these? Such as turn in their judgment biit not in
thar pradtice They cannat but acknomedgethat Sn, like
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Stun! hes a bed apet and influence and will weep for
sin, yet they are so bewitched with it that they have no
power to leave it. Their corruptions are stronger than
trear ocowvidios Thee ae hdf-tumed, dmot Chrig-
ians (Acts 26.28). They are like Ephraim, who was a
cake baked on one side and dough on the other (Hos.

7- *). They arebut hdf-tumed who tum only fromgrosssin

but have no intrinsc work of grace. They do not prize
Chrigt or love haliness. It is with civil persons as with
Jonehy he gt a goud to ddfend him from the hest of the
an, ad thougt tha he was ssfe but a wom presanily
arose and devoured the gourd. So men, when they are
tumed from goss sn, think thar avility will be a goud to
dfend them from the wrah of God, but a degth thee
aiess the wom o ocondencg which amites this gourd,
and then thar heartsfal, and they beginto despair.

They ae bu hdftumed who tum from may drs but
ae unumad from some edd dn Thee is a halat in
the bosom they will not let go. As if a man should be
ared of seved dissesss but hes a canoxr in his breed,
which kills him. It reproves those whose turning is as
good as no turning, who expe one devil and welcome
another. They turn from swearing to dandering, from
profuseness to covetousness, like a sick man that turns
from a teten age’ to a quaten Such wming will wm
mentohdl.

Us 3 Le us ov ousves panitents in tuming from
dn to God Theae ae some pasons | have litle hope to
preval with. Let thetrumpet of theword sound never 0

1 NonChiidian astrdlogers have long supposd that the plands exat an
influence goad o ill, on humen life The planet Saum has been supposed to
exert abaleful influence on men; hence the adjective 'saturning'.

2A burning fever occurring every third (by inclusive reckoning, fourth)

day.
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ghrill, let threatenings be thundered out against them, let
me flahes of hdl-fire be thrown in thar feces ye they
will have the ather game & dn. These parsons ssam to be
like the swine in the Gospel, carried down by the devil
violently into the sea. They will rather damn than turn:
they hold fat decsit, they refuse to reurn (Jer £<>). But if
there be ay candor or sohridly in us if consdence be not
cast into a deep deep, let us listen to the voice of the
charmer, and turn to God our supreme good.

How often does God call upon us to turn to him? He
swears, 'As | live, | have no pleasure in the death of the
wicked: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways (Ezek.
33.11). God would rather have our repenting tears than
our blood.

Turning to God makes for our profit. Our repentance is
of no benefit to God, but to oursalves. If aman drinksof a
fountain he benefits himsdf, not the fountain. If he
beholds the light of the sun, he himsdf is refreshed by it,
not the sun. If we turn from our sins to God, God is not
advantaged by it. It is only we ourselves who reap the -
benefit. In this case self-love should prevail with us; 'If
thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself (Prof. 9.12).

If we turn to God, he will turn to us. He will turn his
anger from us, and hisfaceto us. It was David's prayer, ¥4
turn unto me, and have mercy upon me' (Ps. 86.16). Our
turning will make God turn: "Turn yo unto me, saith the
Lord, and I will turn unto you' (Zech. 1.3!). He who was
an enemy will turn to be our friend. If God turns to us,
the angels are turned to us. We shal have their
tutelage and guardianship (Ps. 91.11). If God turnsto us,
dl things shdl turn to our good, both mercies and
dflictions wedhdl teste honey a theend of therod.

Thus we have seen the several ingredients of repent
ance. .



Chapter Five

THE REASONS ENFORCING
RFPENTANCE, WITH A WARN
- ING TO THE IMPENITENT

| proceed next to the reasonswhich enforce repentance, i.
God's sovereign command

'He commandeth all men every where to repent' (Acts
17.30). Repentance is not arbitrary. It is not left to our
choice whether or not we will repent, but it is an
indispensable command. God has enacted a law in the
High Cout of heaven thet no S ddl be saved exogt
the repenting sinner, and he will not break his own law.
Though dl the angels should stand before God and beg
the life of an urepenting pason, God woud nat gat it
The Lod God, madfu ad gadous keging mecy fa
thousands, and that will by no means clear the guilty'
(Exod. 34.6—7). Though Gad is more ful of mecy then
the an is of ligt, ya he will nat fogve a smer while he
goss on in his quilt 'He will by no mears dear the quilty! 2,.
The pure nature of God denies communion with an
impenitent creature

Till the dnner repents, God and he cannot be friends:
'Wash you, make you clean' (Isa. 116);. go, steep
yoursdves in the brinish waters of repentance. Then, says
God, | will parley with you: 'Come now, and let us reason
together' (Isa. ii#); but othewise, come not near me
'What communion hath light with darkness? (2 Cor.
6.14). How can the righteous God indulge him that goes
on still in his trespasses?° will not justify the wicked'

[



(Exod. 23.7). If God should be at peace with a sinner
before he repents, God would seem to like and approve
al that he has done. He would go against his own
holiness. It is inconsstent with the sanctity of God's
nature to pardon a sinner while he is in the act of
rebdlion

3. Snnas continuing in inpenitence are out of Chrid's
commisson

See his commission: The Spirit of the Lord God is upon
me; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted' (Isa.
6L1). Chrid is a Rince and Saviour, but nat to save men in
an absolute way, whether or not they repent. If ever
Chiig brings men to heaven, it ddl be through the gaes
of hell: '"Him hath God exated to be a Prince and a
Sior to gve repatance (Acts 5.31); & a king pados
rebds if they repat ad yidd themsves to the macy of
ther prince, but nat if they perdd in gpen ddfiance

4. We have by sin wronged God Theareisagred ded of
equty in it tha we doud rgpet We have by sin
wronged God. We have eclipsed his honour. We have
infringed his law, and we should, reasonably, make
him some reparation. By repentance we humble ad
judge ourdves for dn. We = to or sd that Gad is
righteous if he dhodd desroy us ad thus we give glory
to God and do what liesin usto repair his honour.

5. If God should save men without repentance, making
no discrimination, then by this rule he mugt save all, not
only men, but devils as Origen once hdd, and 0
consequently  the decrees of election and  reprobation
mug fal to the ground. How diametricaly opposed this is
to sacred writ, let dl judge.

There are two sorts of personswho will find it harder to
repent than others:
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Reasons Enforcing Repentance—Warning tothelmpenitent

() Those who have sat a great while under the
ministry of God's ordinances but grow no better. The
earth which drinks in the rain, yet 'beareth thorns and
briars, is nigh unto cursng’ (Heb. 6.8). There is little
hope of the med which hes lan long in the fire but is nat
mdted and rdined When God hes sat his minigas one
after another, exhorting and persuading men to leave
their sins, but they settle upon the lees* of formality and
can sit and deep under a sermon, it will be hard for these
ever to be brought to repentance. They may fear lest
Christ should say to them as once he said to the fig-tree,
‘Never fruit grow on thee more' (Matt. 21.19).

(2) Those who have sinned frequently against the
convictions of the word, the checks of conscience, and
the motions of the Spirit. Conscience has stood as the
agd with a flaming sword in its hend. It hes sad, Do nat
this great evil, but sinners regard not the voice of
conscience, but march on resolvedly under the devil's
colous Thee will nat find it essy to repat They ae o
those that rebd againgt the light' (Job 24.13). It is one
thing to sin for want of light and another thing to sin
againg light. Here the unpardonable sin takes its rise.
Men bggn by dming agang the ligt of consdece ad
proceed gradldly to despiing? the Sairit of grace

A Reprehension to the Impenitent

Firgly, it serves sharply to reprove al unrepenting
sinners whose hearts seem to be hewn out of arock and
are like the stony ground in the parable which lacked
moisture. This disease, | fear, is epidemical: 'No man
repented him of hiswickedness (Jer. 8.6)". Men's hearts
are marbled into hardness:. ‘they made their hearts as an

" Dregs

Showing contempt or scorn for; also, provoking to anger.
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adamat doné (Zech. 712). They ae ot & dl dissdved
into a penitentia frame. It is a received opinion that
witches never weep. | am sure that those who have no
grief for sin are spiritualy bewitched by Satan. We read
that when Christ came to Jerusalem he 'upbraided the
cities because they repented not' (Matt. 11.20). And may
he nat ugrad may now for thar impentence? Though
God's heart be broken with their sins, yet their hearts are
not broken. They say, as lsradl did, *I. have loved
drangas ad dta them will | go (Jer. 2.25). The judice
of God, like the angd, stands with a drawn sword in its
hend, reedy to drike but snners have nat eyes as good as
those of Balaam's ass to see the sword. God smites on
mais beks but they do nat, & Ephvam did, anite ypon
ther thigh (Jer. 31.19). It was a sad complaint the
prophet took up: ‘thou hast stricken them, but they have
not grieved (Jer. 5.3). That is surely reprobate silver
which contracts hardness in the furnace. 'In the time of
his ddress dd he tregpess ye& more aind the Lord: this is
that king Ahaz' (2 Chron. 28.22). A hard heart is a
reogptade for Saen. As God hes two places he dwdls in,
heaven and a humble heat, 20 the devil hes two places he
dwdls in, hdl ad a had heat It is nat fdling into weter
that drowns, but lying in it. It is not faling into sin that
damns, but lying in it without repentance: 'having their
conscience seared with ahot iron' (iTim. 4.2). Hardness of
heat realits a ledt in the consdence bang seared. Men have
slenced their consciences, and God has seared them.
And now he lets them sin and does not punish — "Why
should ye be stricken any more? (ha. i.j) — as a father
gives over correcting a child whom he intends to
dsnhait.
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Chapter SXx

A SERIOUS EXHORTATION
TO REPENTANCE

L me in the next place persiede you to this greet duty of
repentance. Sorrow is good for nothing but sin. If you
shed tears for outward losses, it will not advantage you.
Waea for the gaden, if poured in the drk, does no good
Powder for the eye if goplied to the am, is of no bendit.
Sorrow is medicinable for the soul, but if you apply it to
waldy things it does no good. Oh that our ters may nn
in the right channel and our hearts burst with sorrow for
an

That | may the more successfully press this exhorta-
tion, 1 shal show you that repentance is necessary, and
thet it isnecessaty for dl parsonsand for dl Sns
1. Repentance is necessary
Repentance is necessary: 'except ye repent, ye shal all
likewise perish’ (Luke 13,j). There is no rowing to
paradise except upon the stream of repenting tears.
Repentance is required as a qudification. It is not so
much to endear us to Chrig & t0 eder Chrid to us Till
sin be bitter, Christ will not be swest.

2.. Repentanceis necessary for all persons
Thus God commands al men: 'now God commandeth
dl menevary whareto repant’ (Acts 17.30).

(i) It is-necessary for great ones. 'Say unto the king
and to the queen, Humble yourselves (Jer. 13.18). The
king of Nineveh and his nobles changed their robes for
sackcloth (Jon. 3.6). Great men's sinsdo more hurt than
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the sins of others. The sins of leaders are leading sins,

therefore they of dl othes have ned to repat. If such as
hold the sceptre repent not, God has appointed a day to

judge them and a fire to burn them (ha. 30.33).

(2) Repentance is necessary for the flagitious sinnersin
the netion Engad nesds to put itsdf in mouming and be
humbled by solemn repentance. Anglica gens est
optima flens.! What horrible impieties are chargeable
won the reionl We s pasos ddly liding themsdves
under Satan. Not only the banks of religion but those of
civility are broken down. Men seem to contend, as the
Jews of old, who should be most wicked: 'In their
filthiness is lewdness (Ezek. 24.13). If oaths and drun-
kenness, if perjury and luxury will make a people guilty,
then it is to be feared England is in God's black book.
Men have cancelled their vow in baptism and made a
private contrat with the devil! Indeed of aying to mecy to
save them, they cry, 'God damn them!" Never was
there such riding post to hell, as if men did despair of
getting there in time. Has it not been known that some
have died with the guilt of fornication and blood upon
them? Has it not been told that others have boasted how
many they have debauched and made drunk? Thus' they
declare their sin as Sodom' (Isa. 3.9). Indeed, men's sins
are grown daring, as if they would hang put their flag of
Odiance and gve heaven a brcaddde like the Thredans
who, when it thunders, gather bgether in a body and
shoot their arrows against heaven. The sinners in Britain
even sd God a ddlege They draghen themsdves
againg the Almighty; they run upon him even on his
nek, upon the thick boses of his buddas (Job 1525—
6). The bosss in the budkler are for offence in war. Gods
precgpts and thregtenings are, asit were, the thick bosses

I TheEnglish peoplearebet st wesing!
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of his buckler whereby he would deter men from
wickedness. They regard not, however, but are desperate
in sn and run furioudy againgt the bosses of God's
buckler. Oh to what a height is sin boiled up! Men
count it a shame not to be impudent. May it not be said
of us as Josephus' speaks of the Jews. Such was the
excessive wickedness of those times that if the Romans
had not come and sacked their city, Jerusalem would
have been swallowed up with some earthquake, or
drowned with a flood, or fired from heaven. And is it
not high time then for this nation to enter into a course
of physic and take this pill of repentance, who has so
many bad humours spreading in her body politic?
England is an idand encompassed by two oceans, an
ocean of water, and an ocean of wickedness. | that it
might be encompassed with a third ocean, that of
repenting tears!

If the book of the law chance to fall upon the ground,
the Jews have a custom presently to proclam a fast.
England has let both law and gospe fall to the ground,
therefore needs to fast and mourn before the Lord. The
ephah of wickedness seems to be full. There is good
reeson for tears to empty goace when dn fills 0 fad! Why
then do nat dl faoes gather pdeness? Why ae the wdls of
repentance dopped? Do nat the dnnars of the land know
that they should repent? Have they no warning? Have
not God's faithful messengers lifted up their voice as a
trumpet and cried to them to repent? But many of these
tools in the ministry have been spent and worn out upon
rocky hearts. Has not God lighted strange comets in the
heavens as so many preachersto call men to repentance,
but gill they are satled on thar less (Zeph. 1.12)? Do we
think thet God will dwaysput up with our efronts? Wil

A Jewish historian, author of The Jewish War. He lived from A.D-37to
100.
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he endure thus to have his name and glory trampled
upon? The Lord has usuadly been more swift in the
process of his justice againg the sins of a professing
people. God may reprieve this land a while by preroga-
ive bu if ever he save it without repertancg he mus go
out of his ordinary road. )

| say therefore with Mr Bradford, 'Repent, | Eng-
land!" You have be-lepered" yoursdf with sin, and must
needs go and wash in the spiritual Jordan. You have
kindled God's anger against you. Throw away your
weapons, and bring your holy engines and water-works,
that God may be appeased in the blood d Christ. Let
your tears run; let God's roll of curses fly (Zech. 5.2).
Either men must turn or God will overturn. Either the
falow ground of their hearts must be broken up or the
land broken down. If no words will prevail with sinners, it
is because God has a purpose to day them (i Sam,
225). Amog the Romans it wes conduded thet he who
for his capitd offence was forbidden the use of water wes a
condemned person. So they who by their prodigious sns
have 0 far incensed the God of heaven tha he denies them
the water o repatance may look upon themsdves as
condemned parsons

(3) Repentance is necessary for the cheating crew:
'their deceit is falsehood' (Ps. 119.uS); 'they are wise to
o ail (Ja. 422), mking ue o thar invation oy for
circumvention. Ingtead of living by their faith, they live
by thar dhifts Thee ae they who meke themsdves poor
o tha by this atifice they may grow rich. | would nat be
misunderstood. | do not mean such as the providence of
God has brought low, whose estates have failed but not
their honesty, but rather such asfeign a break, that they

~ohn Bradford, born in Manchester, was aleading Protestant reformer inthe
Reformation period. He was martyred by Queen Mary in 1555. “The
reference is obviously to the case of Naaman the leper (z Kings 5).
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may cheat their creditors. There are some who get more
by breaking than others can by trading. These are like
beggars that discolour and blister their arms that they
may move dhaity. As they live by thar sores 0 these live by
their breaking. When the frost breaks, the streets are more
ful of water. Likewiss many tradesmen, when they break,
are fuller of money. These make as if they had nothing,
but out of this nothing great estates are created.
Remambe, the kingdom of heaven is taken by force nat
by fraud. Let men know that after this golden sop, the
devil enters They suesze a aure into thar edates They
must repent quickly. Though the bread of falsehood be
sweet (Prov. 20.17), 7% many vomit up their sweet
maorsdsinbl.

(4) Repentance is necessary for civil persons. These
have no visible spots on them. They are free from gross
sn, and one would think they had nothing to do with the
business of repentance. They are so good that they scorna
psam of mercy. Indeed these are often in the worst
condition: these are they who need no repentance (Luke
15.7). Their civility undoes them. They make a Chrigt of it,
and so on this shelf they suffer shipwreck. Mordlity
shoots short d heaven. It is only nature refined. A mora
man is but old Adam dressed in fine clothes. The king's
image counterfeited and stamped upon brass will not go
aurat. The avil pason ssams to have the imege of God,
but he is only brass metd, which will never pass for
current. Civility is insufficient for salvation. Though the
life be mordized, the lust may be unmortified. The heart
mey be ful of pride and ahaan. Unde the far leaves of a
treg) there may be aworm. | am not saying, repent that you
are ‘Uié7, but that you are no more than civil. Satan
entered into the house that had just been swept and
garnished (Luke 11.26). Thisis the emblem of a mora
man, | who is swept by civility and garnished with
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he endure thus to have his name and glory trampled
upon? The Lord has usudly been more swift in the
process of his justice against the sins of a professing
people. God may reprieve this land a while by preroga-
tive but if ever he save it without repentancg he must o
out of his ordinary road.

| say therefore with Mr Bradford," 'Repent, i Eng-
land!" You have be-lepered* yoursdf with sin, and must
needs go and wash in the spiritual Jordan. You have
kindled God's anger againg you. Throw away your
weapons, and bring your holy engines and water-works,
that God may be appeased in the blood d Christ. Let
your tears run; let God's roll of curses fly (Zech. 5.2).
Either men must turn or God will overturn. Either the
falow ground of their hearts must be broken up or the
land broken down. If no words will prevail with sinners, it
is because God has a purpose to day them (i Sam.
225. Among the Romans it was conduded thd he who
for his capitd offence was forbidden the use of water was a
condemned person. So they who by their prodigious
ans have 2 far inoensad the God of heaven that he denies
them the water of repentance may look upon themselves
ascondemned

(3) Repentance is necessary for the cheating crew:
'their deceit is falsehood' (Ps. 119. nS); 'they are wise to
do eil' (Jar. 422), mking ue o thar invation oy for
circumvention. Instead of living by their faith, they live
by thar dhifts Thee ae they who meke themsdves poor
o tha by this atifice they may grow rich. | would nat be
misunderstood. | do not mean such as the providence of
God has brought low, whose estates have failed but not
their honesty, but rather such as feign a break, that they

radford, born in Manchester, was a leading Protestant reformer inthe
Reformation period. He was martyred by Queen Mary in 1 55 5, AThe
reference is obviously to the case of Naaman the leper (z Kings 5).
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may cheat their creditors. There are some who get more
by breaking than others can by trading. These are like
beggars that discolour and blister their arms that they
may move chaity. As they live by thar sores 0 thee live
by their breaking. When the frost breaks, the streets are
more ful of wae. Likeniss may tradesmen, when they
break, are fuller of money. These make as if they had
nothing, but out of this nothing great estates are created.
Remembe, the kingdom o heaven is taken by forcg nat
by fraud. Let men know that after this golden sop, the
devil enters They sueze a ause into thar edaes They
must repent quickly/Though the bread of falsehood be
sweet (Prov. 20.17), yet many vomit up their sweet
morsdsinhdl.

(4) Repentance is necessary for civil persons. These
have no visible spots on them. They are free from gross
sn, and one would think they had nothing to do with the
business of repentance. They are so good that they scorna
psam of mercy. Indeed these are often in the worst
condition: these are they who need no repentance (Luke
15.7). Their civility undoes them. They make a Chrigt of
it, and so on this shdlf they suffer shipwreck. Morality
shoots short of heaven, it is only nature refined. A moral
man is but old Adam dressed in fine clothes. The king's
image counterfeited and stamped upon brass will not go
aurat. The avil pason searns to have the imege of God,
but hb is bnly Ibrass meta, which will never pass for
arrat. Qviliy™ is inaffidet for <vaion Though the
life be modized, the It may be unmodfied The heat
may be ful of pride and aheam. Unde the far leaves of a
tree there may beaworm. | am not saying, repent that you
arC'Civil, but that you are no more than civil. Satan
enteittd | inito the house that had just been swept and
garnisned (Luke 11.26). This is the emblem of a mora
ma who™ is swept by civility and garnished with
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common gifts, but is not washed by true repentance. The
unclean spirit enters into such a one. If civility were
aufficient to sdvation, Chrig need not have died. The
civilian hasafar lamp, but it lacks the il of grace.

(5) Repentance is needful for hypocrites. | mean such as
dlow themselves in the sin. Hypocrisy is the counterfeiting
of sanctity. The hypocrite or dtage-player has gone a step
beyond the mordit and dressed himsdf in the gab of
religion. He pretends to a form of godliness but denies the
power (2 Tim 35). The hypocrite is a sant in jest. He
makes a magnificent show, like an goe clothed in ermine or
purple. The hypocrite is like a house with a beautiful
fagede, but every room within is dark. He is a rotten post
farly gilded. Under his mask of professon he hides his
plague-sores. The hypocrite is against painting of faces,
but he paints holiness. He is seemingly good so that he may
be redly bad. In Samud's mantle he plays the devil.
Therefore the same word in the origind signifies to use
hypocrisy and to be profane. The hypocrite seems to have
his eyes nalled to heaven, but his heat is full of impure
lugings. He lives in secret sn agang his constience. He
can be as his company is and act both the dove and the
vulture. He hears the word, but is all ear. He is for temple-
devotion, where others may look upon him and admire him,
but he neglects family and closet prayer. Indeed, if prayer
does not meke a man leave sn, sn will make him leave
prayer. The hypocrite feigns humility, but it is that he may
fise in the world. He is a pretender to faith, but he makes
use of it rather for a cloak than a shidd. He caries his
Bible under his am, but not in his heat. His whole
religionisademurelie (Hos. 11.12).

But is there such a generation of men to be found? The
Lord forgive them thelr holinesss Hypocrites are ‘in the
gdl of hitterness (Acts 8.23). | how they need to humble
themsdvesin the dust! They are far gone with therat,
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and if any thing can cure them, it must be feeding upon
the salt marshes of repentance.

Let me speak my mind freely. None will find it more
difficult to repent than hypocrites. They have so juggled
in religion that their treacherous hearts know not how to
repent. Hypocrisy is harder o cure than frenzy. The
hypocrite's imposthume in his heart seldom breaks. If it
benat too late, seak yet to God for marcy.

Qch & ae qulty of prevaling hypoaisy, le them fear
and tremble. Their condition is sinful and sad. It is sinful
because they do not embrace religion out of choice but
design; they do not love it, only paint it. It is sad upon a
double account. Firstly, because this art of deceit cannot
hold long; he who hangs out a sign but has not the
commoadity of gace in his heat mugt nesds bresk a et
Secondly, because God's anger will fal heavier upon
hypoaites They ddonour God more and teke awvay the
gospel's good name. Therefore the Lord reserves the
most deadly arrows in his quiver to shoot at them. If
hesthens be damned, hypooites ddl be  doude-damned.
Hdl is cdled the plaosof hypoaites (Matt. 24.51}, s if it
were chiefly prepared for them and were to be settled
upontheminfeesmple®

(6) Repentance is necessary for God's own people,
who have a rea work of grace and are Isradlites indeed.
They must offer up a daily sacrifice of tears. The
AntinOmians hold that when any come to be believers,
theMhave a writ of ease, and there remains nothing for
theérb now to do but to rgdice Yes they have somehing
else 11 to do® and that is to repent. Repentance is a
continuous act! The issue of godly sorrow must not be
quit# stopped till death. Jerome, writing in an epistle to
L aet|a, tells her that her life must be alife of repentance.

! Unconditional inheritance
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Repentance is cdled crucifying the flesh (Gal. 5.24),
which is not done on a sudden, but leisurdly; it will be
dongdl aurlife

And are there not many reasons why God's own
people should go into the weeping bath? 'Are there not
with you, even with you, sins agangt the Lord? (2
Chron. 28.10). Have not you sins of daly incurson?
Though you are damonds have you no flavs? Do we not
read of the 'spot of God's children' (Deut. 32.5). Search
with the candle of the word into your hearts and see if
you can find no matter for repentance there.

(a) Repent of your rash censuring. Instead of praying
for athes you ae reedy to pess a vadd upon tham. It is
true that the saints snail judge the world (i Cor. 6.2), but
stay your time; remember the apostle's caution in é
Corinthians 4.5: 'judge nothing before the time, until the
Lord come.

(b) Repent of your vain thoughts. These swarm in
your minds as the flies did in Pharaoh's court (Exod.
8.24). What bewilderings there are in the imagination! If
SHen does not possess your bodies he does your fandes
‘How long shall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee?
(Jer. 4.14). A man may think himsdf into hdl. | ye
sants be humbed for thislighinessinyour heed.

(c) Repent of your vain fashions. It is strange that the
garments which God has given to cover shame should
discover pride. The godly are bid not to be conformed to
this world (Rom. 12.2). People of the world are garish
and light in their dresses. It isin fashion howadaysto go to
hell. But whatever others do, yet let not Judah offend
(Hos. 4.15). The apostle Paul has set down what upper
garment Christians must wear: 'modest appard' {i Tim.
2.9); and what under-garment: 'be clothed with humility’
(i Pet. 5.5).

(d) Repent of your decays in grace: ‘thou hast |eft thy
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fird love (Rev. 24). Chidians how dften is it lov wae in
your soulsl How often does your cold fit come upon
you! Where are those flames of affection, those sweet
meltings of spirit that once you had? | fear they are
mdted avay. Oh repart for leaving your fird love

(6 Repent of your non-improvement of taents.
Health is a talent; estate is a talent; wit and parts are
tdets ad thee God hes etrugad you with to improve
for his glory. He has sent you into the world as a
merchat sends his fador beyond the sees to trade for his
master's advantage, but you have not done the good you
might. Can you say, ‘Lord, thy pound hath gained five
pounds (Luke 19.rS)? | mourn at the buria of your
tdentd Let it gieve you thad 90 much of your age hes nat
ben time lived bu time log; thet you have filled up your
golden hours more with froth than with spirits.

(f) Repent of your forgetfulness of sacred vows. A
vow is a binding ones soul to God (Num. 30.2).
Chrigtians, have not you, since you have been bound to
God, forfeited your indentures? Have you not served for
common uses after you have been the Lord's by solemn
dedication? Thus, by breach of vows you have made a
breech in your pesce Surdy this cdls for a fresh laver of
tears

(g) Repent of your unanswerableness to blessings
received. You have lived al your life upon free quarter.
You have soat your dock of free graces You have ben
be-miracled with mercy. But where are your returns of
love to God? The Athenians would have ungrateful
persons sued at law. Christians, may not God sue you at
lav far yair unthankfuiness? © will recover my wod ad
my flax (Hos. 29); I will recover them by law.

(h) Repent of your worldliness. By your protession
you s to resarble the hirds of paradse tha soer doft
and live upon thedew of heaven. Y & as sapentsiio lidk
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the dust. Baruch, a good man, was taxed with this:
'seekest thou great things for thyself? (Jer. 45.5).

(i) Repent of your divisions. These are a blot in your
coat-armour and make others stand aoof from religion.
Indeed, to separate from the wicked resembles Chrigt,
who was 'separate from sinners (Heb< 7.26), but for the
godly to divide among themsdlves and look askew one
upon another, had we as many eyes as there are stars,
they wae fev enugh to wep for this Divisos edipe
the church's beauty and weaken her strength. God's
Spirit brought in cloven tongues among the saints (Acts
2.3), but the devil has brought in cloven hearts. Surely
thisdesarvesashower of tears

Quistaliafando
Teperet alachrymis?*

() Repent for the niquity of your holy things. How
oiten have the savices of Gods wordip been frazen with
formality and soured with pride? There have been more
of the peacock's plumes than the groans of the dove. It is
sad thet ever duies of reigon shoud be mede a dege for
vainglory to act upon. | Chrigtians, there is such a thick

upon your duties thet it is to be feared there is but
little meet Ieft in them for God to fead upon.

Behold here repenting work cut out for the best. And
that which may make the tide of grief swell higher isto
thnk thet the dns of Gods peode do more provoke God
than do the sins of others (Deut. 32*19). The sins of the
wicked piece Chrig's 9de The dns of the gody go to his
heart. Peter's sin, being against so much love, was most
unkind, which made his cheeks to be furrowed with
tears: 'When he thought thereon, lie wept' (Mark 14.72).

14\Whoever is sowing such things, can he refrain from tears? Rind,
crust.
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3. Repentance is necessary for all sns Let us be degly
humbled and moun befare the Lard for origind sin. We
have lost that pure quintessentia frame of soul that once
we had. Our nature is vitiated with corruption.
Origind sin has diffused itsdf as a poison into the
whole man, like the Jerusalem artichoke which, wherever
it is planted, soon overruns the ground. There are not
worse naturesin hell than we have. The hearts of the best
are like Peter's sheet, on which there were a number of
unclean creeping things (Acts 10.12). This pimitve
coruption is bittely to be bewaled because we are never
free from it. It is like a spring underground, which
though it is nat saen, yet it dill runs We may as wdl stop the
beating of the pulse as stop the motions to sin.

This inbred depravity retards and hinders us in that
which is spiritud: 'the good that | would | do not' (Rom.
7.19). Origina sin may be compared to that fish Pliny*
Pecks of, a sealamprey, which deaves to the ked of the
ship and hindars it when it is under sil. Sn hags weghts
upon us so that we move but dowly to heaven. | this
adherence of sin! Paul shook the viper which was on his
hand into the fire (Acts 2#]), but we cannot shake off
original corruption in this life. Sin does not come as a
lodger for anight, but as an indweller: 'sin that dwelleth in
me (Rom. 7.17). It is with us as with one who has a
hedic fever ypon him; though he dhanges the ar, ya dill
he caries his dseee with m. Origind gn is inexhaudible.
This ocean cannot be emptied. Though the stock of dn
ads ye it is nat a dl dminidhed The more we dn, the
fuller we are of dn. Origind corruption is like the
widow's ail which increased by pouring out.

Another wedge to break our hearts is that original sin
mixes with the very habits of grace. Hence it is that our

A Roman writer on natural history in the first century A.D.
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actings towards heaven are so dull and languid. Why
does faith act no stronger but because it is clogged with
snss? Why does love to God bum no purer but because it is
hindered with lust? Origind sin incorporates with our
graces. As bad lungs cause an asthma or shortness of
breath, so origind sin having infected our heart, our
graces breathe now very faintly. Thus we see what in
original sin may draw forth our tears.

In particular, let us lament the corruption of our will
and our affections. Let us mourn for the corruption of
our will. The will not following the dictamen’ of right
ressn is bigsd to evil. The will ddads® God, nat as he is
good, but as he is haly. It contumacioudy affronts him:
'we will do whatsoever goeth forth out of our own
mouth, to burn incense unto the queen of heaven' (]Jer.
44.17). The greatest wound has fallen upon our will.

Let us grieve for the diversion of our affections. They
are taken off from their proper object. The affections,
like arrows, shoot beside the mark. At the beginning our
dfedions were wings to fly to God, now they are weghts to
pul usfromhm

Let us grieve for the inclination d our affections. Our
loveis set on sin, our joy on the creature. Our affections,
like the lapwing, feed on dung. How justly may the
dgemper of our dfedtions bear a pat in the scene of our
grief? We of oursdves are falling into hell, and our
affections would thrust us thither.

Le us lay to heat adud dns Of thee | may sy, Who
can understand his errors? (Ps. 19.12). They are like
aoms in the aun, like goarks of a fumece We have shned in
our eyes they have been casamats to e in vanity. We
have sinned in our tongues; they have been fired with

'Precept, injunction
"Didikes
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passion. What action proceeds from us wherein we do
not betray some sin? To reckon up these were to go to
number the drops in the ocean. Let actual sins be
ey repented of beforethe Lord.



Chapter Seven

POWERFUL MOTIVESTO
REPENTANCE

That the exhortation to repentance may be more quick-
ened, | shdl lay down some powerful motives to excite
repentance

€. Sorrow and melting of heart fitsusfor every holy duty A
piece of lead, while it isin the lump, can be put to no usg
but mdt it, and you mey then cadt it into any moud, and it
is made useful. So a heart that is hardened into a lump of
sn is good for nothing, but when it is dissolved by
repentance, it is useful. A melting heart is fit to pray.
When Paul's heart was humbled and melted, then
'behold, he prayeth' (Acts 9.11). It isfit to hear the word.
Now the word works kindly. When Josiah's heart was
tender, he humbled himself and rent his clothes at the
hearing of the words of the law (2 Chron. 34.19). His
heat, like mdting wax, was reedy to take ay s of the
wod A mdting heat is fit to dbey. When the heat is like
metal in the furnace, it is facile and maleade to
anything: ‘Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? (Acts
9.6}. A repenting soul subscribes to God's will and
amsves to his cdl, as the edho to the vaiog z. Repentance
is highly acceptable When a spiritua river runsto water
this garden, then our hearts are a garden of Eden,
deightful to God. | have read that doves ddight to be
about the waters. And surdy God's Spirit, who
descended in the likeness of a dove, takes great delight
in the waters of repentance
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The Lord esteems no heart sound but the broken heart:
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit' (Ps. 51.17).
Mary stood at Jesus feet weeping (Luke 7.38). She
brought two things to Christ, said Augustine, unguen-
tum and lachrymas (ointment and tears). Her tears
were better than her ointment. Tears are powerful
orators for mercy. They are slent, yet they have a
voice: 'the Lord hath heard the voice of my weeping'
(Ps. 6:8).

3. Repentance commends all our services to God That
which is seasoned with the bitter herbs of godly
sorrow is God's savoury meat. Hearing of the word is
then good, when we are pricked at the heart (Acts 2.37).
Prayer is ddlightful to God when it ascends from the
dtar of a broken heart. The publican smote upon his
breast saying, 'God be merciful to me a sinner’. This
prayer pierced heaven: 'he went away justified rather
than the other' (Luke 18.14). No prayer touches God's
ear but what comes from a heart touched with the senseof
an

4. Without repentance nothing will avail us

Some bless themselves that they have a stock of
knowledge, but what is knowledge good for without
repentance? It. is better to mortify one sin than to
Understand ail mysteries. Impure speculatists do but
resemble Satan transformed into an angel of light.

leaming and abed heatt islike afar facewith acancer in

tlhe breast. Knowledge without repentance will be but a
torch to light men to hell.

5j. Repenting tearsare ddicious

They may be compared to myrrh, which though it is
tjitter in taste has a sweet smell and refreshes the spirits.
So repentancs, though it ishitter in itsdf, yet itissvedt in

tliedfeds It bring inward pesce Thesoul isnever more

gpldrged and inwadly ddlighted then whenit can kindy
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melt. Alexander! upon the safe return of his admiral
Nearchus from a long voyage, wept for joy. How oft do
the saints fall aweeping for joy! The Hebrew word for
'repent’ signifies 'to take comfort’. None so joyful as the
penitent! Tears, as the philosopher notes, have four
qudities. they are moigt, sdt, hot, and bitter. It is true of
repenting tears. They are hot, to warm a frozen con-
science; moist, to soften a hard heart; salt, to season a
soul, putrifying in sn; bitter, to wean us from the love of
the world. And | will add a fifth. They are sweet, in that
they make the heart inwardly regjoice: ‘and sorrow shal
be turned into joy' (Job 41.22). Let a man, sad
Augustine, grieve for his sin and rejoice for his grief.
Tears are the best sweetmeats. David, who was the great
weeper in lsradl, was the sweet singer of Isradl. The
sorrows of the penitent are like the sorrows of a
travailing woman: ¢ woman when she is in travail hath
sorrow, but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she
remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is
born into the world' (John 16.21). So the sorrows of
humbled sinners bring forth grace, and what joy there is
when this mandhild is bom! 6. Great sins repented of
shall find mercy Mary Magdaene, agreet Sinner, obtained
pardon when she washed Christ's feet with her tears. For
some of the Jews who had a hand in crucifying Chrigt,
upon their repentance, the very blood they shed was a
sovereign bam to hea them: 'though your sins be as
scarlet, they gl be as white as 10w (Isa. 1.18). Scalein
the Gresk is called 'dibasson’, because it is ‘twice dipped,
and the at of maen canat wesh out the dye agan. But
though our sins are of a scarlet colour, God's mercy can
wash them

Alexander the Great of Macedonia (356-3x3 B.C.): WhenAlexadg’s
conquests reached as far as India, he required Nearchus to explore the
IndianCosen.
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away. This may comfort those whom the heinousness of
their sin discourages, as if there were no hope for them.
Y es, upon their serious turning to God, their sins shall be
expunged and done away with.

Oh, but my sins are out of measure sinful! Do not make
them greater by not repenting. Repentance unravels sin
and makesit asif it had never been.

Oh, but | have relapsed into sin after pardon, and
surdly there is no mercy for me! | know the Novatians®
hed that after a lapse there was no renewing by
repentance; but doubtless that was an error. The children
of God have relapsed into the same sin: Abraham did
twice equivocate; Lot committed incest twice; Asa, a
good king, yet sinned twice by creature-confidence, and
Peter twice by carnal fear (Matt. 26.70; Gal. 2.12). But
for the comfort of such as have relapsed into sin more
than once, if they solemnly repent, a white flag of mercy
shal be held forth to them. Christ commands us to
forgive our trespassing brother seventy times seven in one
day, in case he repents (Matt. 18.22). If the Lord bids us
do it, will not he be much more ready to forgive upon our
repentance? What is our forgiving mercy to his? This |
speak not to encourage any impenitent sinner, but to
ct>nifprt a despondent sinner that thinks it is in vain for
lifitti to repent and that he is excluded from mercy.
Myentarite isthe inlet to spiritual blessingslt ; Helpsto
enrich us with grace. It causes the desert to I[i:o5ji:>m as
the rose. It makes the soul as the Egyptian ;after the

overflowing of the Nile, flourishing and
Never do the flowers of grace grow more than i ia
it " shower of ‘repentant tears. Repentance causes :

When 'their heart shall turn to the Lord, the

* Ah extreme Christian group of the third century who were noted for
Christians who stumbled and fell.
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veil shal be taken away' (2 Cor. 3.16). The veil of
ignorance which was drawn over the Jews eyes shall by
repentance be taken away. Repentance inflames love.
Wegong May Meagddee loved much (Luke 747). Gad
preaves these qxings of sorow in the sod to waer the
frut of the Sainit (Gal. 5.22).

8. Repentance ushersin temporal blessings The prophet
Joel, persuading the people to repentance, bringsin the
promise of secular good things: 'rend your heart, and not
your garments, and turn unto the Lord ... theLad will
asvg ad sy to his pagpde Bed, | will send you
corn, and wine, and ail' (Joel 2.13,19). When we put
water into the pump, it fetches up only water, but when
we put the water of tears into God's bottle, this fetches
w wine © will ssxd you wing ad al. Sn blags the fruits
of the earth: 'Y e have sown much, and bring inlittle' (Hag.
1.6). But repentance makes the pomegranate bud and the
vine flourish with full clusters. Fill God's bottle, and he
will fill your basket. 'If thou return to the Almighty, thou
shalt lay up gold as dust' (Job 22.23-4). Repatingisa
reuming to God, and thishringsagaden harvest.

9. Repentance staves off judgments from a land When
God is going to destroy a nation, the penitent sinner
stays his hand, as the angdl did Abraham's (Gen. 22.12).
The Ninevites repentance caused God to repent: 'God saw
that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of
the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them;
and he did it not' (Jon> 3.10). An outward repentance
has adjourned and kept off wrath. Ahab sold himsdlf to
work wickedness, yet upon his fasting and raxing his
gamats Gad sdd to Hijeh, © will nat bing the evil in his
days (i Kings21.29). If therending of theclothes kept off
judgment from the nation, what will the rendng of the
heat do?
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ip. Repentance makes joy in heaven Theangesdo, asit
were, keep holy day: There is joy in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner that repenteth’ (Lukeij.io).
As praise is the music of heaven, 0 repantanceisthe joy
o heven. When men nggett the dfer of sdvaion ad
freeze in dn, this ddigts the devils but when a soul is
brought home to Christ by repentance this mekes joy
amog the angds 11. Consider how dear our sins cost
Christ To consider how dear our sins cost Christ may
cause tears to ditil from our eyes. Christ is called the
Rock (i Cor. 10.4). When his hands were pierced with
nals, and the spear thrust in his side, then was this
Rock smitten, and there came out water and blood.
And dl this Christ endured for us. 'the Messiah shdl
be cut off, but not for himsalf (Dan. 9.26). We tasted
the apple, and he the vinegar and gdl. We sinned in
every faculty, and he bled in every vein: Cernis ut in
toto corporesculptusanor.?

Can we look upon a suffering Saviour with dry eyes?
Shall we not be sorry for those sins which made Christ a
man of sorrow? Shall not our enormities, which drew
blood from Christ, draw tears from us? Shal we sport
any more with sin and so rake in Christ's wounds? Oh
that by repentance we could crucify our sins afresh! The
Jews said to PFilate, 'If thou let this man go, thou art not
Caesx’s friend (John 19.12). If we le& our 9ns go ad do
not crucify them, we are not Chridt's friends, iz. Thisis
the end of all afflictions which God sends, whether it
be sickness in our bodies or losses in our estates, that
he may awaken us out of our sins and makethe waters of
repentance flow. Why did God lead Israel that marchin
the wilderness among fiery serpents but

“Flesh like love engraved on the whole body.
[81]
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thet he migtt humbe tham (Deut. 82) ? Why dd he hring
Manessh 0 low, dhanging his coan of gad into fetters of
iron but that ke might learn repentance? 'He humbled
himself greatly before the God of his fathers.. Then
Manasseh knew that the Lord he was God' (2 Chron.
33.12,13). One of the best ways to cure a man of his
lethargy is to cast him into a fever. Likewise when a
person is stupified and his conscience grown lethargical,
God, to are hm o ths ddempa, pus hm to edramity
and brings one burning caamity or another, that he may
datle hm out of his ssouity and meke him reum to him
by repentance.

13. The days of our mourning will soon be ended Aftera
few showers that fal from our eyes, we shal have
perpetua sunshine. Christ will provide a handkerchief
to wipe off his peopl€e's tears. 'God shall wipe away dl
tears (Rev. 7.17). Chrigians, you will shortly put on
your garments of praise. You will exchange your
sackcloth for white robes. Instead of sighs you will
hae tiumphs indeed of goens athans ingeed of the
water of tears, the water of life. The mourning of the
dove will be past, and the time of the singing of birds
will come Volitant super aether a cantus® This bings me to
the next point.

14. The happy and glorious reward that follows upon
repentance

'‘Being made free from sin, ye have your fruit unto
holiness, and the end everlasting lifeé (Rom. 6.22). The
leaves and root of the fig-tree are bitter, but the fruit is
sweet. Repentance to the fleshy part seems bitter, but
behdd swveg frut evalading life The Tuks facy dter
ths life an Elydum o paedse of pesure whae danty
dishes will be served in, and they will have gold in

"Songsfly toand froebovetheheavers'
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abundance, silken and purple appard, and angels will
bring them red wine in slver cups, and golden plates.
Here is an epicure's heaven. But in the true paradise of
God thae ae afonsing ddigts ad rae viends saved
in, which 'eye hah nat ssn, nather have entered into the
heart of man' (i Cor. 2.9). God will lead his penitents
from the house of mourning to the banqueting house.
There will be no sight there but of glory, no noise but of
mudc, o 9dknes es o love Thae ddl be hdines
unspotted and joy unspeakable. Then the saints shall
forget their solitary hours and be sweetly solacing
themsaves in God and bathing in the rivers of divine
plessure

| Chrigtian, what are your duties compared with the
recompense of reward? What an infinite disproportion is
there between repentance enjoined and glory prepared?
There wes a feed-day & Rome, when they usd to aown
their fountains. God will crown those heads which have
ben foutans of teas Who would nat be willing to be a
while in the house of mouning who ddl be possessd o
such glory as put Peter and John into an ecstasy to see it
even darkly, shadowed and portrayed in the transfiguration
(Matt. 17)? This reward which free grace gives is so
transcendently great that could we have but a glimpse of
glory revealed to us here, we should need patience to be
contet to live ay longe. | blessd repentance, that hes
such alight side with the dark, and has so much sugar at
the bottom of the bitter cup!
0 5. The next motiveto repentance isto consider the evil
of impenitence
A had heart is the worst heart. It is caled a heart of stone
(Ezek. 36.26). If it were iron it might be mollified in the
furnace, but a done put in the fire will not met; it will
sooner fly in your face. Impenitence is a sin tha grieves
Chrigt: 'being grieved for the hardness of their hearts
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(Mark 3). It is not so much the disease that offends the
phyddan as the contempt of his phydc It is nat 0 much
the sins we have committed that so provoke and grieve
Chrig as tha we refuse the physc of repentance which he
prescribes. This aggravated Jezebel's sn: *1 gave her
goece to repat, and she repated nat (Rev. 221). A had
heat recaives no impression. It is ununed for evary duty. It
was a sad speech Stephen Gardiner! uttered on his
death-bed: © have denied my Master with Peter, but |
cannot repent with Peter.' Oh the plague of an obdurate
heart! Pharaoh's heart turned into stone was worse than
his waters turned into blood. David had his choice of
three judgments — plague, sword, and famine — but he
would have chosen them dl rather than a hard heart. An
impenitent sinner is neither alured by entreaties nor
affrighted by menaces. Such as will not weep with Peter
shall weep like Judas. A hard heart is the anvil on which
the hammer of Gods judice will be driking to al
eamity.
16. The last motive to repentance is that the day of
judgment is coming
This is the apostle's own argument: 'God commands all
men every where to repent; because he hath appointed a
day, in the which he will judge the wald (Ads 17.3 o).
There is that in the day of judgment which may make a
gony heart bleed. Will a man go on thieving when the
assizes are nigh? Will the sinner go on sinning when the
day of judgment is so nigh? You can no more conceal
your sin than you can defend it. And what will you do
when al your sins shall be written in God's book and
engraven on your forehead? | direful day, when Jesus
Chrig, dathed in hisjudgesrabe, del sy totheser,

! Roman Catholic bishop, a chief opponent of the Reformation of the

sixteenth century. He urged the re-introduction of laws for the burning of
Protestants.
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Powerful Mativesto Repentance

'Stand forth; answer to the indictment brought against
you. What can you say for al your oaths, adulteries, and
your depade impenitence? | how amezed ad dricken
with congternation will the sinner bel And &fter his
conviction he must hear the sad sentence, 'Depart from
me!' Then, he that would not repent of his sins shall
repat of his fdly. If there be such a time coming, wherdn
God will judge men for ther impieties, what a spur
should this be to repentance! The penitent soul shall at
the last day lift up his head with comfort and have a
discharge to show under the Judge's own hand.
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Chapter Eight

EXHORTATIONS TO SPEEDY
REPENTANCE

The second branch of the exhortation isto press personsto
speedy repentance. 'now God commandeth al men
every where to repent' (Acts 17.30). The Lord would not
have any of the late autumn fruits offered to him. God
loves early penitents that consecrate the spring and
flower of their age to him. Early tears, like pearls bred of
the moming dew, ae more oiet and beauifu. | do nat
reserve the dregs of your age for God, lest he reserve the
dregs of his aup for you! Be as Soeedy in your repentance as
you woud have God ey in his mades ‘the kings
business required haste' (i Sam. 21.8). Therefore repent-
ancerequireshage.

It is natura to us to procragtinate and put off
repentance We sy, as Hagga did, The time is not come
(Hag. 1.2). No man is so bad but he purposes to amend,
bu he adoums ad proogues 0 long, until & lag dl his
purposes prove abortive. Many are now in hdl that
purposed to repent. Satan does what he can to keep men
from repentance When he sees thet they begin to teke up
smious thoughts of rdformetion, he hids them wat a litfle
longer. If this traitor, sin, must die (says Satan), let it not
de ya. S the deiil gas a rgrieve far dnp it sdl nat de
ths sssos At lag men put off 0 long thet degth saizes
on them, and thar wok is nat done Let me thedare lay
down some cogent arguments to persuade to speedy

repentance:
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Exhortationsto Speedy Repentance

1. Now isthe season of repentance, and everythingis
best doneinitsseason

'‘Now is the accepted time' (2 Cor. 6.2); now God has a
mind to show mercy to the penitent. He is on the giving
hend. Kings s2 goat days for heding. Now is the heding
day for our souls. Now God hangs forth the white flag
and is willing to parley with sinners. A prince a his
coronation, as an act of royalty, gives money, proclaims
padons fills the conduits with wine Now God promiss
pardons to penitent sinners. Now the conduit of the
gospel runs wine. Now is the accepted time. Therefore
come in how and make your peace with God. Break off
your iniquities now by repentance. It is wisdom to take
the season. The hudbendmen tekes the seeson for sowing
hisssad. Now isthe ssedimefor our souls

2.. The sooner you repent the fewer ans you will have to
ansner for

At the death-bed of an old sinner, where conscience
begins to be avekened, you will her m aying ot here
are dl my old sins come about me, haunting my deathbed
& 0 may el gt ad | have no dshage hae is
Satan, who was once my tempter, now become an
accuser, and | have no advocate; | am now going to be
dragged before Gods judgment-sest where | mudt recave
my fird doom! | how dismd is the case of this men. He is
in hel before his time! But you who repent betimes of
your sinful courses, this is your privilege: you will have
the less to answer for. Indeed, let me tell you, you will
have nothing to answer for. Christ will answer for you.
Your judge will be your advocate (6 John 2.1). Father,
Christ will say, here is one that has been a great sinner,
yet a brokenthearted sinner; if he owes anything to your
judicg, s it onmy score

3. The sooner we repent, the more glorywemay bringto
God
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THE DOCTRINE OF REPENTANCE

It is the end of our living, to be useful in our genertion.
Better lose our lives than the end of our living. Late
converts who have for many years taken pay on the
devil's 9de ae nat in a cgadty of dang 0 much wak in
the vineyard. The thief on the cross could not do that
service for God as St Paul did. But when we do betimes
turn from sin, then we give God the firgt-fruits of our
lives We gpad ad ae gat for Chrid. The more work
we do for God, the more willing we shdl be to die, and
the svester desth will be He thet hes wrought hard & his
day-labour is willing to go to rest at night. Such as have
been honouing God dl thar lives how svedly will they
deep in the grave! The more work we do for God, the
greater will our reward be. He whose pound had gained
ten pounds, Chrig did not only commend him, but
advance him: 'have thou authority over ten cities® (Luke
19.17). By late repentance, though we do not lose our
aonn, yet wemekeit lighter.

4. 1t is of dangerous consaquence to put off repentance
longer

Mora trahit periculunt It is dangerous, if we consider
whet dn is gn is a poson It is dangaous to | poison lie
long in the body. Sih is a bruise. If a bruise be not soon
cured, it gangrenes and kills. If sin be not soon cured by
repentance it festers the conscience and damns. Why
doud awy love to dwdl in the tents of widkedhess? They
are under the power of Satan (Acts 26.i&), and it is
dangerous to stay long in the enemy’s quarters.

It is dangarous to procredinde repatance because the
loge ay go on in dn the hade they will find the work
of repentance. Delay strengthens sin and hardens the
heat and gves the devil fuler possesson. A plat a fird
may beeedly pludked up, but when it hes goreed itsroats

I'Procrastination brings dangers.'
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Exhortationsto Soeedy Repentance

deep in the earth, a whole team cannot remove it. It is
hard to remove In when once it comes to be rooted. The
longer the ice freezes the harder it is to be broken. The
longer a man freezes in security, the harder it will be to
have his heart broken. The longer any travail with
iniquity the sharper pangs they must expect in the new
bith. When d9n hes gat a haurt it is nat essly dheken of.
Sin comes to a sinner as the elder brother came to his
father: 'Lo, these many years do | serve thee, neither
transgressed | at any time thy commandment’ (Luke
15.29), and wilt thou cast me off now? What, in my old
ae dte you have had 0 much plessure by me? See how
sn pleads custom, and that is a leopard's spot (]er.
1323).

It is dangerous to prorogue and delay repentance
because there are three days that may soon expire:

(1) The day of the gospel may expire. This is a sun-
shiny day. It is sweet but swift. Jerusalem had a day but
lost it: 'but now they are hid from thine eyes (Luke
19.42). The Asian churches had a day, but at last the
golden candlestick was removed. It would be a sad time
in England to see the glory departed. With what hearts
could we follow the gospd to the grave? To lose the
gospel were far worse than to have our city charter taken
from us. 'Gray hairs are here and there’ (Hos. 7.9). | will
not say the sun of the gospd is set in England, but | am
sure it is under a cloud. That was a sad speech, The
kingdom of God shdl be taken from you' (Matt. 21.43).
Therefore it is dangerous to delay repentance, lest the
market of the gospd should remove and the vision
ceae.

(2) A man's personal day of grace may expire. What if
thet time should come when God doud sy the means o
grace shdl do no good: ordinances shal have 'a mis-
carrying womb and dry breasts (Hos. 9.14)? Were it not
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sd to adjoun repentance till such a decree came farth? It is
true no man can judly tdl thet his day of grace is pedt, but
therearetwo shrewd signshy whichhemay feerit:

(a) When conscience has done preaching. Conscienceis
a bosompreeche. Somdimes it convinoes omeimes it
reproves. It says, as Nathan to David, 'Thou art the
man' (2 Sam. 12.7). But men imprison this preacher, and
God says to conscience, Preach no more: 'he which is
filthy, let him be filthy ill!" (Rev. 22.11). Thisis afata
sign that aman's day of graceis past.

(b) When a person is in such a spiritua lethargy that
nothing will wak upon hm o meke hm sasbe There
is 'the spirit of deep deep poured out upon you' (ha.
2010). This is a sd pressge tha his day of grace is pedt.
How dangerous then is it to delay repentance when the
day of grace may S0 soon expirel

3 The dy o life may exqpre What seouity have we
that we shall live another day? We are marching apace
out of the world. We are going off the stage. Our lifeisa
taper soon blown out. Man's life is compared to the
flower of the fild which withers sooner than the grass
(Ps 103 ijn). Our ae is s nothing (Ps 395). Life is but a
flying shedow. The body is like a vesd filled with a litle
breath. Sickness broachesthisvessal; death drawsit out. |
hov soon may the soene dte! May a virgn hes bemn
dressed the same day in her bride-apparel and her
winding-sheet! How dangerous then is it to adjourn
repenting when death may so suddenly make a thrust at
us. Say not that you will repent tomorrow. Remember
that speech of Aquinas’; God who pardons him that
repats hes ot promised to gve him tomorow to repatt
in. | have read of Archias, a Lacedaenionian/ who was

Thomas Aquinas (thirteenth century), one pf the most famous of Roman
Catholic theologians. ?An early name for Sparta in southern Greece.



Exhortationsto Speedy Repentance

among his cups, when one ddlivered him a letter and
desired him to read the letter presently, which was of
serious business. He replied, 'seria eras’ (° will mind
serious things tomorrow'); and that day he was dain.
Thus while men think to spin out their slver thread,
death cuts it. Olaus Magnus® observes of the birds of
Norway that they fly faster than the birds of any other
country. Not that their wings are swifter than others, but
by an ingtinct of nature they, knowing the days in that
climate to be very short, not above three hours long, do
therefore make the more haste to their nests. So we,
knowing the shortness of our lives and how quickly we
may be caled away by death, should fly so much the
faster on the wing of repentance to heaven.

But some will say that they do not fear a sudden
surprisal; they will repent upon their sick-bed. | do not
much like a dd¢bed repaentance He who will venture his
sdvation within the circle of a few short minutes runs a
desperate hazard. You who put off repentance till
dckness ansver meto thesefour queries

(& How do you know that you shdl have a time of
sickness? Death does not always shoot its warning-piece
by a lingering consumption. Some it arrests suddenly.
What if God should presently send you a summons to
urender yaur life?

(b) Suppose you should have a time of sickness, how
do you know that you shall have the use of your senses?
Many are distracted on their sick-bed.

(c) Suppose you should have your senses, yet how do
you know your mind will be in a frame for such a wok as
repentance? Sckness does 0 dscompose body ad mind
that oneisbut in an ill posture at such atime to take care
for issoul. In 9cknessaman isscarcefit to meke hiswill,

* A sixteenth century Swedish ecclesiastic who wrote on Scandinavian
customs and folklore.
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THE DOCTRINE OF REPENTANCE

much less to meke his peece The goodle sadls ay Sk
among you? let him cdl for the elders of the church*
(James 5.14). He does not say, Is he sick? let him pray,
but let him call for the elders that they may pray over
him'. A sick man is very unfit to pray or repent; he is
likdy to meke but s wak of it When the body is aut of
tune, the soul must needs jar in its devotion. Upon a sick
bed a person is more fit to exercise impatience than
repentance. We read that at the pouring out of the fourth
via, when God did smite the inhabitants and scorched
them with fire, that 'they blasphemed the name of God,
and repented not' (Rev. 16.9). So when the Lord pours
aut his vid and soordhes the body with a feve, the s is
fitter to blaspheme than to repent.

(d) How do you who put off dl to a sick-bed know
thet Gad will gve yau in that vary juncture of time grace to
repent? The Lord usudly punishes neglect of repentance
in time of heath with hardness of heart in time of
ddnes You have in your lifdime repused the Sant of
God, and are you sure he will come a your call? You
have not taken the first season, and perhaps you shall
never see another spring-tide of the Spirit again. All this
considered may hasten our repentance. Do not lay too
much weight upon a sick-bed. ‘Do thy diligence to come
before winter' (2 Tim 421). Theae is a winter of dckness
ad degth acoming. Thedore meke hede to repat. Let
your work be ready before winter. 'Today hear God's
vaoice (Heb. 37).
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Chapter Nine

THE TRIAL OF OUR
REPENTANCE, AND COMFORT
- FOR THE PENITENT

If ay ddl sy they have repated, let me dedre them to
try themsdves saiody by thoe seven adunds o effeds
of repentance which the apostle lays down in z Corin-
thians 7.11:

1 Cardfulness

The Grek wod dgifies a Lidtous dliggnee o cadu
shunning al temptations to sin. The true penitent flies
fromdn asMaosssdid from the sapert.

2.. Clearing of oursdves

The Gresk ward is ‘goology’. The sae is this though we
have much care, yet through strength of temptation we
may dip ino sn Now in ths cae the repenting sod  will
nat lg dn lie fetaing in his congdence but judges himsdf
for his sin. He pours out tears before the Lord. He begs
mercy in the name of Christ and never leavestill he has
gotten his pardon. Here he is cleared of guilt in his
conscience and is able to make an apology for himsdlf
agpinst Setan.

3. Indignation

He that repents of sin, his spirit rises againgt it, as one's
blood rises a the sight of him whom he mortdly hates.
Indignation is a being fretted at the heart with sin. The
penitent is vexed with himsdf. David cdls himsdf a fool
and a beast (Ps. 73.22). God is never better pleased with
us than when we fall out with ourselvesfor sin.

[



4 Fear

A tenda heat is ever a trembling heat. The penitent hes
felt sin's bitterness. This hornet has stung him and now,
having hopes thet Gad is reconaled, he is drad to come
ner 9n ay mare The repanting soul is full of fear. He is
drad to lose Gods favour which is bdter then life He is
afraid he should, for want of diligence, come short of
salvation. He is afraid lest, after his heart has been soft,
the waters of repentance should freeze and he should
harden in sin again. 'Happy is the man that feareth
dway' (Prov. 28.14). A dmg is like the levighen who is
made without fear (Job 41.33). A repenting person fears
and Inst; agracdess parson Snsand fearsnat.

5. Vehament desire

As our sauce dapans the gopdite 0 the bitter habs of
repentance sharpen desire, But what does the penitent
desire? He desires more power againgt sin and to be
rdessd from it It is true, he hes gat loose from Satan, but
he goes a5 a prisoner that hes braken out of prison, with a
fetter on his leg. He cannot walk with that freedom and
awiftness in the ways of God. He dedres therdfore to have
the fetters of sin taken off. He would be freed from cor-
ruption. He aies out with Pau: ‘who ddl ddiver me from
the body of this desth? (Rom. 7.24). In short, he dedres to
bewith Chrig, asevarything desresto beinitscantre

6. Zeal

Desire and zed are fitly put together to show that true
desire puts forth itself in zedous endeavour. How does
the penitent begtir himsdf in the busness of sdvation!
How does he take the kingdom of heaven by force (Matt.
11.12)!  Zed quickens the pursuit after glory. Zed,
encountering  difficulty, is emboldened by oppostion and
tramples upon danger. Zed makes a repenting soul persist
in  gody sorrow againg  dl  discouragements  and
oppositions whatsoever. Zedl carries aman above himself
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Tria of Our Repentance, and Confort for the Penitent

for God's glory. Paul before conversion was mad against
the sants (A cts 2 6.11), ad ater converson he wes j udged
mad for Christ's sake: 'Paul, thou art beside thysalf' (Acts
26.24). But it was zed, nat frenzy. Zed anmates gt and
duty. It causss favecy in rdigon, which is as fire to the
saifice (Rom 12.11). Asfexr isalyide to Sn, 0 zed isa
spur to duty. 7. Revenge

A true penitent pursues his sins with a holy malice. He
seeks the death of them as Samson was avenged on the
Philidines for his two eyes He uses his gns as the Jews usd

Christ. He gives them gal and vinegar to drink. He
audfies his lugs (Gal. 524). A true child of God sssks to
be revenged most of those sins which have dishonoured

God mogt. Cranmer, who had with his right hand sub-
scribed the popish articles, was revenged on himself; he
put his rigt had fird into the fire' David dd by sn ddile
his bed;, dtawads by repentance he waered his bed with
tears; Isradl had sinned by idolatry, and afterwards they

did offer disgrace to their idols: "Ye shal defile also the
ocovaing of thy gaven imeges of dive’ (Isa. 3 022). May
Magdaene had sinned in her eye by adulterous glances,

and now she will be revenged on her eyes. She washes
Christ's feet with her tears. She had snned in her hair. It
hed entanged her lovers Now she will be revanged on he
har; she wipes the Lards feg with it. The Igadite women
who had been dressing themselves by the hour and had

abused their looking-glassesto pride, afterwards by way of
revange as wdl as zed, offered thar looking-glassess to the
use and service of God's tabernacle (Exod. 38.8). Sothoe
conjures who used auious ats o megic (es it is in the
Syrie), when once they repanted, brought ther books and,
by way of revenge bumed tham (Acts 19.19).

*This happened as he was burned at the stake in Oxford in 1536.
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These are the blessed fruits and products of repent-
ae ad if we can find thee in our souls we have arved
a that repentance which is never to be repented of (2
Cor. 7.10).

A Necessry Caution

Such as have damly repanted of thar 9ns le me ek to
them by way of caution. Though repentance be so
necessaty ad exodlet, as you have heard, yet teke heed
that you do not ascribe too much to repentance. The
papists are guilty of a double error:

(i) They make repentance a sacrament. Christ never
made it so. And who may institute sacraments but he
who can give virtue to them? Repentance can be no
sacramant because it ladks an outward dgn. A sacramant
cannot properly be without asign.

(2.) The papists make repentance meritorious. They
sy it does ex congruo (dtogaher fittingly) mait perdon
This is a gross aror. Indead repentance fits us far mercy.
As the plough, when it bresks up the ground, fits it for the
seed, so when the heart is broken up by repentance, it is
fitted for remission, but it does not merit it. God will not
sa/e us without repentance, nor yet for it. Repantance is a
qualification, not a cause. | grant repenting tears are
precious. They are, as Gregory sai4, the fat of the
sacrifice; as Basil! said, the medicine of the soul; and as
Bernard,! the wine of angels. But yet, tears are not
satisfactory for sin. We drop sin with our tears, therefore
they cannot satisfy. Augustine said well: | have read of
Pea’s tears, but no man ever reed of Paa’s sidadtion.
Chrigt's blood only can merit pardon. We please God by

1B theGreat, onedf the Fathers(fourth cantury).
Bamad of Carvaux (wefth oantury).
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repatance but we do nat stify him by it. To trud to owr
repentance is to make it a saviour. Though repentance
helps to purge out the filth of dn, yet it is Chrigt's blood
that washes away the guilt of sin. Therefore do not
idolize repentance. Do not rest upon this, that your heart
has been wounded for sin, but rather that your Saviour
hes ben wounded far an. When you have wet, say with
him: Lord Jesus washmy tearsin thy blood

Comfort for the Repenting Sinner

Let mein the next place speak by way of comfort.
Christian, has God given you a repenting heart? Know
these three things for your everlasting comfort: é. Your
sins are pardoned
Pardon of son circumscribes  blessedness  within it.  (Ps.
321). Whom God pardons he crowns. ‘who forgiveth dl
thine iniquities, who crowneth thee with lovingkind-ness
(Ps.  10334). A repenting condition is a padoned
condition. Christ said to that weeping woman, 'Thy sns,
which ae many, ae forgiven' (Luke 7.47). Padons are
seded upon soft hearts. | you whose head has been a
fountain to weep for sn, Chrig's dde will be a fountain
to wash away sn (Zech. 13.1). Have you repented? God
looks upon you as if you had not offended. He becomes a
friend, a faher. He will now bring forth the best robe and
put it on you. God is pacified towards you and will, with
the father of the prodigal, fal upon your neck and kiss
you. Sin in scripture is compared to a cloud (Is. 44.22).
No sooner is this cloud scattered by repentance than
padoning love shines forth. Paul, after his repentance,
obtaned mercy: © was dl bedrowed with mercy’ (i Tim
1.16). When a spring of repentance is open in the heat, a
Spring of mercy isopenin heaven.
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2. God will pass an act of oblivion Hesofargvessnashe
forgas © will remembe ther sn no more' (Jer. 31.34).
Have you been penitentialy humbled? The Lord will
never upbraid you with your former sins. After Peter
wept we never read that Christ upbraided him with his
denid of him. God has cast your sinsinto the depths of the
sea (Mic. 7.19). How? Not ascork, but aslead. The Lord
will never in ajudicid way account for them. When he
pardons, God is as a creditor that blots the debt out of his
book (Isa. 43.25). Some ask the question, whether the
sins of the godly shal be mentioned at the last day.
The Lord sad he will not remember them, and he is
blotting them out, s0 if their sins are mentioned, it shall
not be to their prejudice, for thedet-book isarossad.
3. Conscience will now speak peace | the music of
consciencel Conscience is turned into a paradise, and
there a Chrigtian sweetly solaces himself and plucks the
flowers of joy (2 Cor.i.iz). The repenting sSinner cangoto
God with boldness in prayer and look upon him not as a
judge, but as a father. He is 'born of God' and is heir to
akingdom (Luke 6.20). He is encircled with promises.
He no sooner shakes the tree of the promise but some fruit
fdls

To conclude, the true penitent may look on death with
ocomfort. His life has bean a life of tears ad now a dedh
al tears shal be wiped away. Death shdl not be a
destruction, but a deliverance from gaol. Thus you see
what grest comfat remans for repeting dnnas  Luther
said that before his conversion he could not endure that
bitter word 'repentance’, but afterwards he found much
svenessinit.
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Chapter Ten

THE REMOVING OF THE
IMPEDIMENTS TO REPENTANCE

Befarel lay downthe expediatsand meanscondudveto
repentance, | shal first remove the impediments. In this
great city, when you lack water, you search the cause,
whether the pipes are broken or stopped, that the current
of water is hindered. Likewise when no water of repent-
ance comes (though we have the conduit-pipes of
ordinances), see what the causeis. What isthe obstruction
that these penitential waters do not run? There are ten
impedimentsto repentance: €. Men do not appr ehend that
they need repentance They therk God thet dl iswel with
them, and they know nothing they should repent of: ‘thou
sayedt, | amrich, and have need of nothing' (Rev.

3.17). He who apprehends not any distemper in his body
will not take the phydc presibed. Thisisthemischief Sh
hesdone it hesnat only mede usSdk, but ssnsdess When
theLord bedethe people return to him, they answered
stubbornly, 'Wherein shall we return? (Mai 3.7). So
when God bids men repant, they sy, Whardforeshould we
repent? They know nothing they have done amiss. There
issurely no disseseworsethen that whichisgpopledticd *

2. People conceive it an easy thing to repent It is but
saying afew prayers. asigh, or a'Lord have

Y ondon.
2Apoplexy is a malady, sudden in its attack, which arrests the powers of
sense and motion.
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mecy, ad the wak is done This concdt of the eedness of
repentance is a great hindrance to it. That which
makes a person bold and adventurous in sSin must needs
obdruct repatace This gonion mekes a pason bdd in
sin. The angler can let out his line as far as he will and
then pull it in again. Likewise when a man thinks he can
lash out in sn as far as he will and then pull in by
repentance when he pleases, this must heeds embolden
him in wickedness. But to take away this false conceit of
the easness of repentance, condder:

() A wicked man has a mountain of guilt upon him,
and isit easy to rise up under such aweight? Is salvation
per saltum (obtained with a legp) ? Can a men jump out of
sin into heaven? Can he leap out of the devil's arms into
Abraham'sbosom?

(2) If dl the power in a sinner be employed against
repentance, then repentanceis not easy. All the facultiesof
a naurd man join issue with sn: *I have loved
drangers, and after them will 1 go' (Jer. 2.25). A sinner
will rather lose Christ and heaven than his lusts. Degth,
which parts man and wife, will not part a wicked man
and his sins; and is it so easy to repent? The angd rolled
away the stone from the sepulchre, but no angd, only
God himsdlf, can roll away the stone from the heart. 3.
Presuming thoughts of God's mercy Many suck poison
from this sweet flower. Christ who came into the world
to save sinners (i Tim, 1.15) is accidentally the
occasion of many a man's perishing. Though to the
eect he is the bread of life, yet to the wicked he is 'a
gone of sumbling' (i Pet. 2.8). To some his blood is
sweet wine, to others the water of Marah. Some are
softened by this Sun of righteousness (Mal. 4.2), others
are hardened. Oh, says one, Christ has died; he has done
al for me; therefore | may st dill and do nothing. Thus
they suck death from the tree of life and
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perish by a saviour. So | may say of God's mercy. It is
accidentally the cause of many a one's ruin. Because of
macy men preume ad think they may go on in sn, but
should a king's clemency make his subjects rebe? The
psamist says, there is mercy with God, that he may be
feared (Ps. 130.4), but not that we may sin. Can men
eqpedt macy by provoking judics? God will hady sow
those mercy who Sn because mercy abounds

4. A supine sluggish temper

Repentance is lodked upon as a tedous thing and auch as
requires much industry and men are settled upon their
lees and care not to stir. They had rather go deeping to
hell than weeping to heaven. ¢ dothful man hideth his
hand in his bosom' (Prov. 19.24); he will not be at the
labour of smiting on his breast. Many will rather lose
heaven than ply the oar and row thither upon the watersof
repentance. We cannot have the world citra pulverem
(without labour and diligence), and would we have that
which is more excellent? Sloth is the cancer of the soul:
'Slothfulness cagteth into a deep deep’ (Prov. 19.15).

It was a witty fidion of the pods that when Mercury hed
cast Argus into a deep and with an enchanted rod closed
his eyes, he then killed him. When Satan has by his
witcheries lulled men adeep in doth, then he destroys
them. Satie repot tha while the cocodile degos with its
mouth gpen, the Indian rat gds into its bdly and eds wp its
entrals Sowhilemendegpin security they aredevoured.

5. The tickling pleasure of sin: 'who had pleasure in
unrighteousness (2 Thess. 212)

Sin is a sugared draught, mixed with poison. The sinner
thinks there is danger in sin, but there is aso delight, and
the danger does not terrify him as much as the dedlight
bewitches him. Plato® calls love of sin agreat devil.

'One of the greatest of Greek philosophers. He lived in the fourth
century B.C.
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Ddlighting in sin hardens the heart. In true repentance
there must be a grieving for sin, but how can one grieve
for tha which he loves? He who ddights in sh can hady
pray agand it. His heat is 0 invaded with dn that he is
afraid of leaving it too soon. Samson doted on Delilah's
beauty and her lap proved his grave. When a man rolls
iniquity as a sugared lump under his tongue, it infatuates
him and is his death at last. Ddlight in sin is a slken
halter. Will it not be bitterness in the latter end (2 Sam.
2.26)1
6. An opinion that repentance will take away our joy But
that is a mistake. It does not crucify but clarify our joy,
ad tekes it of from the fusome less of an. What is dl
eathly joy? It is but hilaris insania (a plessat frenzy).
Falsa inter gaudia noctem egerimus* (Virgil). Worldly
mirth is but like afeigned laugh. It has sorrow following at
the heds Like the megidans rod, it is indantly tumed into
a serpent; but divine repentance, like Samson's lion, hasa
honeyaob in it. Gods kingdom congds as wdl in joy as
in righteousness (Rom. 14.17). None are so truly cheerful
as penitent ones. Est quaedam flere voluptas* (Ovid).
The al o joy is poued chdly into a broken heat the
ail of joy for mourning (ha. 61.3). In the fields near
Palermo grow a great many reeds in which there is a
sweet juice from which sugar is made. Likewise in a
penitent heart, which is the bruised reed, grow the
ugaed joys of Gods Sainit. God tums the waer of tears
into the juice of the grape which exhilarates and makes
glad the heart. Who should rejoice if not the repenting
u? He is har to dl the promises ad is nat thet matter
for joy? God dwells in a contrite heart, and must there
not needs be joy there? ° dwell with him that is of a

YAmongfasejoyswediveavay thenight'
*Thereisakind of stifadioninwesping'
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contrite sainit, to revivethe heart of the contrite anes (ha.

57.15). Repentance does not take away a Christian's
music, but raisssit anate higher and mekesit svede. 7.

Another obstacle to repentance is despondency of
mind

It is a vain thing for me, says the sinner, to set upon
repatance My dns ae of tha megnitude tha there is o
hope for me. 'Return ye now every one from his evil
way . .. And they sad, Thae is no hope (Jer. 18.11,12).
Our sins are mountains, and how shall these ever be cast
into the sea? Where unbelief represents sin in its bloody
colours and God in his judge's robes, the soul would
sooner fly from him than to him. This is dangerous.
Other sins need mercy, but despair rejects mercy. It
throws the cprdial of Christ's blood on the ground. Judas
was not damned only for his treason and murder, but it
was his distrust of God's mercy that destroyed him. Why
should we entertain such hard thoughts of God? He has
bowels of love to repenting sinners (Joel 2.13). Mercy
rejoices over justice. God's anger is hot so hot but mercy
can cool it, nor so sharp but mercy can sweeten it. God
counts his mercy his glory (Exod. 33.18,19). We have
some drops of mercy oursalves, but God is 'the Father of
mercies (z Cor. 1.3), who begetsall the merciesthat arein
us. I-fe is the God of tenderness and compassion. No
sooner do we mourn than God's heart melts. No sooner
do our tears fall than God's repentings kindle (Hos.
11.8). Do nat sy then tha there is no hope Disoand the
army of your sins, and God will sound a retreat to his
judgments. Remember, great sins have been swallowed
up in the sea of God's infinite compassions. Manasseh
mede the dregs run with blood, yet when his heed wes a
fountain of tears, God grew propitious. 8. Piope of
impunity Men flatter themsavesin sin and think that God,
having
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gpared them al this while, never intends to punish.
Becaue the asdzes ae put off, therefore surdy there will
be no assizes. 'He hath said in his heart, God hath
forgotten: he hideth his face, he will never see it' (.
io.i). The Lord indeed is longsuffering towards sinners
and would by his patience bribe them to repentance, but
hee is thar wretdhedhess because he forbears to punish
they forbear to repent. Know, that the lease of patience
will soon n ot Thee is a time when Gad will sy, 'My
Spirit shdl not dways dtrive with man' (Gen. 6.3). A
creditor may forbear his debtor, but forbearance does
not excuse the payment. God takes notice how long the
dass of his pdience hes been uming © gave her space to
repent; and she repented not' (Rev. 2.21). Jezebel added
impenitence to her incontinency, and what followed?
'Behold, | will cast her into abed' (Rev. 2.22), not abed of
pleasure, but a bed of languishing where she will
consume avay in he iniquity. The loger Gads arow is
drawing, the deeper it will wound. Sins against patience
will meke a maris hdl 0 much the hatter. 9. The next
impediment of repentance is fear of reproach
If | repent | shall expose myself to men's scorns. The
heathen could say, when you apply yoursdlf to the study
of wisdom, prepare for sarcasms and reproaches. But
consider well who they are that reproach you. They are
such as are ignorant of God and spiritually frantic." And
ae you trobled to have them rgrroach you, who ae nat
wdl in ther wits? Who minds a madman laughing a
hinf?

What do the wicked reproach you for? Is it because
you repent? You are doing your duty. Bind ther re-
proaches as a crown about your head. It is better that

'Regingly mad, ddlirious, insanely foolish.
Adiltl
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men should reproach you for repenting than that God
should damn you for not repenting.

If you cannot bear a reproach for religion, never call
yoursdf Chrigtian. Luther said, 'Christianus quasi
crudanus' (a Chridian is as if acudfied one). Suffeing is a
saint'slivery. And aas, what are reproaches? They arebut
chips off the coss which are raher to be depisad then laid
to heart.

10. Thelast impediment of repentanceisimmoderate
loveof theworld

No wonder Ezekid's hearers were hardened into rebellion
when their hearts went after covetousness (Ezek. 33 -31)-
The world 0 engrosses men's time and bewitches their
affections that they cannot repent. They had rather put
gold in their bag then tears in God's bottle. | have read of
the Turks that they give heed to neither churches nor
dtas, but ae diligent in looking after ther tillage
Likewise many scacdy ever give heed to repentance
they are more for the plough and breaking of clods then
bresking up the falow ground of ther hearts. The thorns
choke the word. We read of those who were invited to
Chrig's supper who put him off with worldly excuses.
The first said, © have bought a piece of ground, and | must
needs go and see it | pray thee have me excused. And
another said, | have bought five yoke of oxen ..' (Luke 14.
18—19). The farm and the shop so take up people’s time
that they have no leisure for their souls. Their golden
weights hinder their slver tears. There is an herb in the
country of Sardinia like bam, which if they eat much of,
will make them die laughing. Such an heb (or rather,
weed) is the world, if men est too immodeately of it
Instead of dying repenting, they will die laughing.

These are the obgtructions to repentance which must be
removed so that the current may be clearer.
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Chapter Eleven

PRESCRIBING SOME MEANS

FOR REPENTANCE: (i) SERIOUS
CONSIDERATION

In the lagt place | shdl prescribe some rules or means
condudveto repentance

Thefirst means conducive to repentance is serious
condderation: *I thought on my ways ad tumed ny fedt
uto thy tedimones (s 11959). The prodgd, when
he came to himsdf, serioudy consdered his riotous
luxuies ad then he repated Rae, when he thought o
Chids waods wet. Thee ae ocatan things whidh, if
they were wdl conddarad of, would be a means to meke
ushresk dff acoursedf sSming,
i. Firstly, consider serioudly what sin i's, and sure
enough thae is enough el in it to meke us repat. There
aeinantreetwaly evils

() Bvay gan is a reoeson fram God (Jer. 25). God is
the ayrame good, ad our besshess lies in union with
him. But gn, like a strong bias, draws away the heart
from God. The sinner takes his leave of God. He bids
faendl to Chig ad macy. Bvay dep fawad in gnis a
dep bedkwad from God ‘they have forssken the Lord,
they ae gone avay beckwad (Isa 14). The futher ane
goes fram the an, the neare he goproaches to darkness
The further the soul goes from God, the nearer it

tomisay.

(2) Sn is awdking contray to Gad (Lev. 26.27). "B
sameward inthe Hebrew sgnifiesbath to commit Sn
fioB)
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ad to rebd. Sn is Gods gpposte If God be of one mind,
sin will be of another. If God says, sanctify the Sabbath,
sin says, profane it. Sin strikes at God's very being. If sin
could help it, God should be no longer God: ‘cause the
Holy One of Isragl to cease from before us (ha. 30.11).
What a horrible thing is this, for a piece of proud dust to
riseupin ddianceagand itsMake!

(3) Sinisaninjury to God. It violates his laws. Here is
crimen laesae majestatis (grievous high treason). What
greater injury can be offered to a prince than to trample
upon his roya edicts? A sinner offers contempt to the
statute-laws of heaven: 'they cast thy law behind their
backs (Neh. 9.26), asif they scorned to look upon it. Sin
robs God of his due. You injure a man when you do not
give him his due. The soul belongs to God. He lays a
double claim to it: it is his by creation and by purchase.
Now sn gdeds the sod from God ad gves the devil thet
whichrightly beongsto God

(4) Sin is profound ignorance. The Schoolmen say
that dl dn is founded in ignorance. If men knew God in
his purity and jugtice they would not dare go on in a
course of snning: ‘they proceed from evil to evil, and
they know not me, saith the Lord' (Jer. 9.3). Therefore
ignorance and lust are joined together (i Pet. 1.14).
Ignorance is the womb of lust. Vapours arise most in the
night. The black vapours of sin arise most in a dark
ignorant soul. SAan cads a mig bfore a e o that he
doss nat s jthe flaning svord of Gods wrath. The egle
fird rdls himsdf in the ssnd and then flies & the dag, ad
by fluttering its wings, so bedusts the stag's eyes that it
cannot see, and then it strikes it with its talons. So Satan,
that eagle or prince of the air, first blinds men with
ignorance and then wounds them with his darts of
temptation. Is sin i ignorance? There is great cause to

repent of ignorance
[107]
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(®) Sn is a pee o depadenes In evay trangyes
don a maen rus an goparat herad of his sod. He treeds
yoon the birk o the batomless pt. Fodish sne, you
neve commit a sn but you do thet which may undo your
U for eva. He who dirks pason, it is a wonde if it
doss nat cod him his life One tede of the forbidden tree
lot Adam paradise. One sn of the angels logt them
heaven Ore sh o Sad It him his kingdom The nedt
sn you commit God mey dgp you Wp pisong anog the
damned. You who gdlop on in gn, it is a question
whether God will soere your life a dey loger or gveyou a
heat to repart, 0 thet you aredeparaeevento frazy.

© Sn bemeas with filth In Jares i2 it is cdled
filthiness. The Grek wad Sgiifies the puid metter of
aas Sn is dled an abomirdion (Deut. 7.25), indeed, in
the pud, domndios (Daut. 20.18). Ths filthnes in
gnis invad A st on the face mey eadly be wipad doff,
bu to have the liver ad lungs taned is far warse Such
a palution is gn, it has gotten into mind and
condence (Titus 115). It is compared to a mendruous
dah (Isa 022, the mogt undean thing under the law. A
dma’s heat is like a fidd greed with dung Some
thrk dn an amamat; it is rdhe an exaeamat 9n O
beamears a pagn with filth thet God canat abide the
sghtof hm 'my sou loethed tha (Zech. 11.8). )

(7 In gn thee is adous ingraitude God hes fed you, |
dmea, with agds food He hes covmad you with a
vaidy of mades ye do you go on in sn? As Daid sad
o Nad: in van hae | kgt this mais segp (| Sam
2521). Likenise in van hes God done 90 much for the
dma. All Gods mades mey wbrad, yes, aoouss the
ugadu pesn God mey sy, | gave you wit, hedth,
ndes ad you hae enpoyad dl thee agand me
gve he com, ad wing ad al, axd mutipied her siver
and gdd, whichthey prepered for Badl' (Hos 28); | sat

aéian
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in provisions and they served their idols with them. The
snake in the fable which was frozen stung him that
brought it to the fire ad gave it wamth. So a Smer goes
about to ging God with his own mercies. 'Is this thy
kindhess to thy friend? (2 Sam 16.17). Did Gad gve yau
lifeto 9n? Did hegiveyouwagesto savethe devil?

(8) Sin is a debasing thing. It degrades a person of his
honour: ° will make thy grave; for thou art vile (Nah.
114). This was gpoken of a king. He was nat vile by hirth
but by sin. Sin blots our name, taints our blood. Nothing
so changes a man's glory into shame as sin. It is said of
jSiaaman, 'He was a great man and honourable, but he
was a leper' (2 Kingsj.i). Let a man be never so great
with worldly pomp, yet if he be wicked he is a leper in
God's eye. To boast of sinisto boast of that which is our
infamy; as if a prisoner should boast of his fetters or be
proud of his halter.

(9) Sinisadamage. In every sin there is infinite loss.
Never did any thrive by grazing on this common. What
does one loss? He losss God, he losss his peece he losss
his sou. The sod is a divine goak lighted from heaveny it is
the glory of creation. And what can countervail this loss
(Matt. 16.2677 If the soul be gone, the treasure is gone;
therefore in ain there is infinite loss. Sin is such a trade
that whoever followsi it is sure to be ruined.

(10) Sin is a burden: 'mine iniquities are gone over
mirne heed: & an heavy burden they ae too heavy fa me
(Ps 38.4). The shnar goes with his weaghts and fetters on
him. The burden of sin is aways worst when it is least
fdt. Sn is a buden whaever it comes Sn budens God: ©
am pressed under you, as a cart is pressed that is full of
sheaves (Amos 2.13). Sin burdens the soul. What a
weight did Sairal fed ?How was the consdience of Judas

'See footnote on p.50
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budened, 0 much © thaet he hanged himsdf to quie his
conscience! They that know what sin is will repent that
they cary suchaburden.

;(n) Sin is a debt. It is compared to a debt of ten
thousand talents (Matt. 18.24). Of al the debts we owe,
o dns ae the word. With other debts a sher may flee
to foreign parts, but with sin he cannot. "Whither shdl |
flee from thy presence? (Ps 1397). God knows where to
find out all his debtors. Death frees a man from other
debts but it will not free him from this. It is not the death
of the detor but of the crecditor thet dischargesthis delt.

(n) There is decetfulness in sin (Heb. 3.13). The
wicked worketh a deceitful work' (Prov. 11.18). Snisa
mae ced. While it pretends to pleese us it beguiles 1d
Sn doss & Jd dd Frg e brougt the milk ad butter
to Sisera, then she struck the nail through his temples so
thet he ded (Judg. 526). Sn fird couts ad then kills It is
first a fox and then a lion. Whoever sin kills it betrays.
Those locusts in the Revelation are the perfect hierogly -
phics and emblems of dn: On thar heeds were as it wae
croms like gdd, ad they hed har as the har of women,
and their teeth were as the teeth of lions, and there were
sings in their tails(Ret>. 9.7-10). Sin is like the usurer
who feeds a man with money and then makes him
mortgage his land. Sin feeds the sinner with ddightful
objects and-then makes him mortgage his soul. Judas
pleased himsdf with the thirty pieces of slver, but they
proved deceitful riches. Ask him now how he likes his
bargain.

(13) Sin is a spiritua sickness. One man is sick of
pride, ancther of lust, another of malice. It is with a
snner as it is with a sick patient: his paate is distem
pered, and the sweetest things taste bitter to him. So the
word of God, which is sweeter than the honeycomb,
tastes bitter to asinner: "They put sweet for bitter' (ha.
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5.20). Andif Snbeadiseeseit isnat to be chaished, but
rather cured by repentance.

(14) Sin is a bondage. It binds a man apprentice to the
devil. Of dl condiions savitude is the worst. BEvary man is
held with the cords of his own sin. | was held before
converson, said Augugting, not with an iron chain, but
with the obgtinacy of my will. Sin is imperious and
tyrannical. It is called a law (Rom. 8.2) because it has
such a binding power over aman. The sinner must do as
gn will have hm. He does nat 0 much enjoy his lugs as
sve tham, ad he will have wak enough to do to graify
them al. *I have seen princes going on foot' (Eccles.
107); the sod, thet princdy thing, which dd once st in a
chair of state and was crowned with knowledge and
hdiness is now mede a ladkey to dn ad rus the devil's
errand.

(15) Sin has a spreading malignity in it. It does hurt
not only to a mans f, but to ahas One man's Sn may
occasion many to sin, as one beacon being lighted may
occadon dl the besoons in the country to be lighted. One
man may help to defile many. A person who has the
plague, going into company, does not know how many
will be infected with the plague by him. You who are
guilty of;open sins know not how many have been
infected by youMThere may be many, for ought you
know, now in hdl, aying out thet they woud never have
comethither iif it hed not beenfor your bed example

(6 6) Sinis a vexatious thing. It brings trouble with it.
The arse which Grad lad upon the women is mod truly
laid upon every sinner: 'in sorrow thou shalt bring forth'
(Gen. 3.16). A meh vexes his thoughts with plating dn,
and when sin has conceived, in sorrow he brings forth.
Like one who takes a great deal of pain to open a flood-
ggie when he hes gpened it, the flood comes in upon him
and drowns him. So a man beats his brains to contrive

[
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sn, and then it vexes hisconsdence, bringscrossesto his
estate, rots the wall and timber of his house (Zech. 5.4).

(17) Sinis an absurd thing. What grester indiscretion is
there than to gratify an enemy? Sin gratifies Satan.
When lug or anger bum in the soul, Satan wams msdf at
thefire. Men's sins feast the devil. Samson was called out
to make the lords of the Philistines sport (Judg.
16.25). Likewise the sinner makes the devil sport. It is
meat and drink to him to see men sin. How he laughs to
see them venturing their souls for the world, as if one
should venture diamonds for straws, or should fish for
gudgeons with gdden hocks Bvay wicked men ddl be
indded for afod a theday of judgment.

(18) There is crudty in every sin. With every sin you
commit, you gve a d9ab to your sol. While you ae kind
to sn you ae aud to youdf, like the men in the Gogd
who cut himsdlf with stones till the blood came (Mark
55). The dme is like the jaler who drew a svord to kil
himsdf (Acts 16.27). The soul may cry out, | am
murdering. Naturalists say the hawk chooses to drink
blood rather than water. So sin drinks the blood of souls.

(19) Sin is a spiritual death: ':dead in trespasses and
INS' (Eph. 2.1). Augustine said that before his conver-
sion, reading of the death of Dido,* he could not refrain
from weeping. But wretch that | was, said he, | bewailed
the death of Dido forsaken of Aeneas and did not bewail
the degth of my sou forssken of God. The life of gn is the
Jesth of thesoul.

A dead man has no sense. SO an unregenerate person
has no sense of God in him (Eph. 4.19). Persuade him to
mind his sdvation? To what purpose do you make
orations to a dead man? Go to reprove him for vice? To
what purpose do you srike adesd men?

'The legendary founder of Carthage who stabbed herself to death
becauseshecould nat atain Aenessssahusband (teth cantiury B.C).
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He who is deed hes no teste St a banguet before him,
and he does not relish it. Likewise a sinner tastes no
swedness in Chrig ar a promise They are but as cordids in
a dead man's mouth.

The deed puiify; and if Matha sid of Lazaus 'Lord,
by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days
(John 11.39), how much more may we say of a wicked
man, who has been dead in sin for thirty or forty years,
'by thistime he stinketh'!

(2.0) Sin without repentance tends to final damnation.
As the raee paishes by the caker red in itsdf, 0 do men
by the corruptions which breed in their souls. What was
once said to the Grecians of the Trojan horse! This
engine is mede to be the desrudion of your aty, the same
may be said to every impenitent person, 'This engine of
sn will be the desrudion of your sod'. Sns legt e is
aways tragic. Diagoras Florentinus would drink poison in
a frdic, but it aod him his life Men dirk the poson of sn
in a merriment, but it costs them their souls: 'the wages
o dn is deth (Rom 6.23). Wha Sdomon sad of wine
maey d0 be =dad of dn a fird it gvah his adowr in the
cup. At the lagt it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like
an adde’ (Prov. 2331—2). Chiig tdl us of the wom ad
the fire (Mark 9.48). Sn is like al, and Gods wrah is like
fire. Aslong as the damned continue sinning, so the fire
will continue scorching, and ‘who among us shal dwell
with everlasting burnings? (Isa. 33.14). But men
quedtion the truth of this and are like impious Devonax
who, beng threstened with hdl for his villanes modked at
it and said, | will believe there is a el when | come
there, and not before. We cannot make hell enter into
mentill they enterino hdll.

Thus we have seen the deadly evil in sin which,

'Seefootnoteonp. 51
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seriously considered, may make us repent and turn to
God. If, for dl this, men will persst in sn and are
resolved upon a voyage to hell, who can help it? They
have been told what a soul-damning rock sin is, but if
they will voluntarily run upon it and split themsdves,
their blood be upon their own heed. i. The second serious
consideration to work repentance is to condder the
mercies of God. A stone is soonest broken upon a soft
pillow, and a heart of stone is soonest broken upon the
soft pillow of God's mades the goodness of Gad leedeth
thee to repentance (Rom. 2.4). The clemency of a prince
sooner causes relenting in a malefactor. While God has
been storming others by his judgments he has been
wooing you by his merdes

(i) What private mercies have we had? What mis-
chiefs have been prevented, what fears blown over?
When our foot has been dipping, God's mercy has held
us up (Ps. 94.18). Mercy has always been a screen
between us and danger. When enemies like lions have
risen up against us to devour us, free grace has snatched
us out of the mouth d these lions. In the deepest waves
the arm of mercy has been under and has kept our head
dove wae. And will nat this privative macy leed us to
repentance?

(20 What positive mercies have we had! Firdly, in
supplying mercy. God has been a bountiful benefactor:
'the God which fed me adl my life long unto this day'
(Gen. 48.15). What man will spread a table for his
enemy? We have been enemies, yet God has fed us. He
hes gven us the hom of all. He hes mede the honeycomb of
mercy drop on us. God has been askind to usasif wehad
been his best servants. And will not this supplying
mercy lead us to repentance? Secondly, in delivering
mercy. Whenwe have been a the gates of thegrave, God
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has miraculoudy spun out our lives. He has turned the
shadow of death into morning and has put a song of
deiverance into our mouth. And will not ddivering
mercy lead us to repentance? The Lord has laboured to
break our hearts with his mercies. In Judges, chapter 2,
we read that when the angel (which was a prophet) had
preached a sermon of mercy, 'the people lifted up their
voice, and wept' (v. 4). If anything will move tears, it
should be the mercy of God. He is an obstinate sinner
indesd whom thee grest cdde-ropes of Gods mercy will
not draw to repentance.

3. In the third place, consider God's afflictive provi-
dences, and s if our limbedk' will nat crop when the fire is
put unde, God hes sat us in recat years to the schod of
the cross. He has twisted his judgments together. He has
made good upon us those two threatenings, © will be to
Eptvam as a math (Hos 512) — hes nat God been <0 to
England in the decay of trading? - and © will be unto
Ephraim as a lion' (Hos. 5.14) — has he not been so to
England in the devouring plague? All this while God
waited for our repentance. But we went on in sin: °©
hearkened and heard, but no man repented him of his
wickedhess sying, What have | done? (Jer. 86). And of
late God has been whipping us with a fiery rod in those
tremendous flamesin this city,” which were emblematic of
the great conflagration at the last day when ‘the
demats sdl mdt with favet hest’ (2 Pet. 310). When
Joab’'s com was on firg then he went ruing to Absdom (2
Sam. 14.31). God has set our houses on fire that we may
run to him in repentance. The Lord's voice crieth unto
the city: hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it' (Mic.
6.9). Thisisthelanguegedf therod, thet we should

"Seefoot noteonp, 19
The plague of 1665.
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humble oursalves under God's mighty hand and 'break
off our sins by righteousness (Dan. 4.27). Manasseh's
afliction ushered in repentance (2 Chron. 33.12). This
God uses as the proper medicine for security. Their
mother hath played the harlot' (Hos. 2.5), by idolatry.
What course now will God take with her? Therefore |
will hedge up thy way with thorns (Hos. 2.6). Thisis
God's method, to set a thorn-hedge of affliction in the
way. Thus to a proud man contempt is a thorn. To a
ludfu men ddiness is a thom, bath to go0p him in his dn
and to prick him forward in repentance.

The Lord teaches his people as Gideon did the men of
Suoooth: 'He took the ddars of the dty, ad thoms of the
wilderness and briers, and with them he taught the men
of Succoth’ (Judg. 8.16). Here was tearing rhetoric.
Likenise God hes of lae ben teeching us humiligion by
thorny providences. He has torn our golden fleece from
us, he has brought our houses low that he might bring
our hearts low. When shall we dissolve into tears if not
now? God's judgments are so proper a means to work
repentance that the Lord wonders at it, and makes it his
complaint that his severity did not break men off from
their sns. © have with-holden the rain from you' (Amos
4.7); ° have gmitten you with blagting and mildew'
(Anos 49); © have st among you the pedilence (Amos
410). But dill this is the buden of the complant, 'Ye ye
have not returned to me.

The Lod proosss gaddly in his judgmets Frdly,
he sends a lesser cross, and if that will not do, then a
gede. He sands upon one a gatle fit of an ague to begin
with, and afterwards a burning fever. He sends upon
another aloss at sea, then the loss of a child, then of a
husband. Thus by degrees he tries to bring men to
f

Sometimes God makes his judgments go in circuit,
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Prescribing SomeMeansfor Repentance (i)

from family to family. The cup of affliction has gone
round the nation; al have tasted it. And if we repent not
now, we stand in contempt of God, and by implication
we bid God do his worst. Such a climax of wickedness
will hardly be pardoned. 'In that day did the Lord God of
hogts cal to weeping, and to mourning... And behold
joy and gladness ... And it was revealed in mine ears by
the Lod of hogds Sudy this inquity ddl nat be purged
from you till you di€ (Isa. 22.12-14). That is, this Sn
gl nat beexpiated by saxrifice

If the Romans svardy punished a young men who in a
time of public calamity was seen sporting in a window
with a crown of roses on his head, of how much sorer
puidmat ddl they be thougtt wathy who drenghen
themselves in wickedness and laugh in the very face of
God's judgments. The heathen mariners in a storm
repented (Jon 1.14). Not to repent now and throw our
sins overboard is to be worse than heathens. 4. Fourthly,
let us consider how much we shall have to answer for at
last if we repent not, how many prayers, counsds, and
admonitions will be put upon the score. Evay samon
will come in as an inddmet. As fa such as have truly
repented, Christ will answer for them. His Hood will
wash away thar dns The mantle of free grace will cover
them. 'In those days, saith the Lord, the iniquity of
Israel shall be sought for, and there shall be none; and the
sins of Judah, and they shall not be found' (Jer. 50.20).
Those who have judged themselves in the lower court of
conscience shall be acquitted in the High Court of heaven.
Bu if we repat nat, our ns mud be dl accounted for at
the last day, and we must answer for them in our own
persons, with no counsel dlowed to pleedfor us

| impenitent Snner, think with yoursdf now how you
will be able to look your judge in the face. You have a
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damned cause to plead and will be sure to be cast at the
bar': "What then shall | do when God riseth up? and
when he visiteth, what shall | answer him? (Job 31.14).
Therefore, either repent now, or else provide your
answers and see what defence you can make for your-
selves when you come before God's tribunal. But when
Gaodrisssup, how will you ansver him?

! Reiected a the bar of judgment.
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Chapter Tweve

PRESCRIBING SOME MEANS
FOR REPENTANCE: (2)

COMPARE PENITENT AND

IMPENITENT CONDITIONS

The second help to repentanceis a prudent comparison.
Compare penitent and impenitent conditions together
and e the dfferece Sxeaed them before your eyes ad
by the light of the word see the impenitent condition as
most deplorable and the penitent as most comfortable.

How sad was it with the prodigal before he returned to
his father! He had spent al; he had sinned himself into

beggary, and had nothing left but a few husks. He was
fdlow-commoner with the swine, but when he came

home to his father, nothing was thought too good for

him. The robe was braught fath to cover him, the ring to
adorn him, and the fatted calf to feast him. If the sinner
continues in his impenitency, then farewell Christ and
mercy. But if he repent, then presently he has a heaven
within him. Then Chrigt is his, then al is peace. He may
sing a requiem to his soul and say, 'Soul, take thine ease,
thou hast much goods laid up' (Luke 12.19). Upon our
turning to God we have more restored to us in Christ
than ever was lost in Adam. God says to the repenting
soul, | will clothe thee with the robe of righteousness; |

will arich thee with the jevds and gaoes of my St |
will bestow my love upon thee; | will give thee a
kingdom: 'Son, al | have is thine. | my friends, do but
compare your estate before repentance and after repent-
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THE DOCTRINE OF REPENTANCE

ance together. Before your repenting, there are nothing
but clouds to be seen and storms, clouds in God's face
and storms in conscience. But after repenting how is the
weather atered! What sunshine above! What serene
camness withinl A Chrigtian's soul being like the hill
Olympus dl light and deer, and nowindsblowing,

A third means conducive to repentance is a settled
determination to leave sin. Not a faint vellety, but a
reolved vow. © have svom thet | will kegp thy righteous
judgmats (& 119. € 16). All the ddigts ad atificss of
sn shall not make me forsworn. There must be no
hestaion, no conalting with fleh ad blood, Hed | bet
leave my sin or no? But as Ephraim, 'What have | to do
any more with idols? (Hos. 14.8). | will be gulled no
more by my sins, no longer fooled by Satan. This day |
will put a bill o dvoce ino the hends of my Iugs Till we
come to ths paemptoy reduion, sn will gg¢ goud o
us and we shall never be able to shake off this viper. It is
no wonder thet he who is nat resdlved to be an enamy of
snisconouered by it.

But this resolution must be built upon the strength of
Christ more than our own. It must be a humble
resolution. As David, when he went against Goliath put
off his preumptuous confidence as wdl & his amour—°
come to thee in the name of the Lord' (i Sam. 17.45) - so
we must go out againgt our Goliath-lusts in the strength of
Christ. It is usua for a person to join ancther in the
bond with him. So, being conscious of our own inability
to leave dn, let us get Christ to be bound with us and
engage his strength for the mortifying of corruption.

The fourth means conducive to repentance is earnest
supplication. The heathens laid one of their hands on the
plough, the other they lifted up to Ceres, the goddess of

*1n Gresk mythdlagy, thehomedf thegods
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corn. So when we have used the means, let us ook up to
God for a blessing. Pray to him for a repenting heart:
'Thou, Lord, who bidst me repent, give me grace to
repent'. Pray that our hearts may be holy limbecks
dropping tears. Beg of Christ to give to us such alook of
love as he did to Peter, which made him go out and
weep bitterly. Implore the help of God's Spirit. It is the
Spirit's smiting on the rock of our hearts that makes the
waters gush out: 'He causes his wind to blow and the
waters flow' (Ps. 147.18). When the wind of God's
Sairit blows then thewater of tearswill flow.

There is good reason we should to God for repent-
ance

(1) Because it is his gift: Then hath God aso to the
Gentiles granted repentance unto life' (Acts 11.18). The
Arminians hold that it isin our power to repent. We can
harden our hearts, but we cannot soften them. This
crown of free-will is falen from our head. Nay, there is
in us not only impotency, but obstinacy (Acts 7.51).
Therefore beg of God a repentant spirit. He can make
the stony heart bleed. Hisis aword of creative power.

(2) We must have recourse to God for blessng
because he has promised to bestow it: 'l will give you an
heart of flesh' (Ezek. 36.26). | will soften your adamant
hearts in my Son's blood. Show God his hand and sedl.
And there is another gracious promise. They shal
return unto me with their whole heart' (Jer. 24.7). Turn
this promise into a prayer: Lord, give me grace to return
unto thee with my whole heart.

Thefifth means conduciveto repentance is endeavour
after clearer discoveries of God: 'Now mine eye seeth
thee. Wherefore | abhor mysdlf, and repent in dust and
ashes' (Job 42.5—6). Job, having surveyed God's glory
and purity, as a humble penitent did abhor, or asitisin
the Hebrew, did even reprobate, himself. By looking
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into the transparent glass of God's holiness, we see our
own blemishesand o leam to bewal them

Lastly, we should labour for faith. But what isthat to
repentance? Yes, faith breeds union with Chrigt, arid
there can be no separation from sin till there be union
with Christ. The eye of faith looks on mercy and that
thaws the heart. Faith carries us to Christ's blood, and
that blood mallifies. Faith persuades of the love of God,
and thet love setsusawesaing.

Thus | have laid down the means or helps to repent-
ance. What remains now but that we set upon the work.
Andlet usbein eamest, nat asfencersbut aswariors

I will conclude al with the words of the psamist: 'He
that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed,
shall doubtless come again with rgoicing, bringing his
sheaves with him' (Ps. 126.6).



END...






